[image: image1.wmf]
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER (AFMC)

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA

PAGE  
7

























18 May 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM:  AFFTC/EMR




5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg 2650A




Edwards AFB CA 93524-1130

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, 17 February 2000

1.
Time: 1730

2.
Place: City Hall, California City, CA

3.
Chairman: Mr. Jim Otero, Public Co-Chairman

4.
The following members and advisors were present:


Col Robert Hood




AFFTC Co-Chairman


Mr. Robert Wood




Edwards AFB, RPM


Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty



CA EPA/RWQCB, RPM


Mr. John O'Kane





CA EPA/DTSC, RPM


Mr. Richard Russell




U.S. EPA, RPM


Ms. Patricia Daws




Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative


Mrs. Ruby Messersmith 


North Edwards Public Representative


Mr. Jim Otero





California City Public Representative, Public Co-Chair


Ms. Rhoda Parker




Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative


Mayor Frank Roberts



Lancaster Public Representative


Capt Steven Svejda




Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative


Dr. Leslie Uhazy





Rosamond Public Representative


Mr. Gary Wagner 




Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base Public Representative 


Mr. Claude Brown




AFFTC/JA


Mr. Gary Hatch





AFFTC/PA


Ms. Rebecca Hobbs




AFFTC/EMRR


Capt Kurt Lee





95 AMDS/SGPB


Mr. Layi Oyelowo




AFFTC/EMRS


Mr. James Specht




AFFTC/EMRR


Mr. David Steckel




AFFTC/EMR


Mr. Ray Sugiura





Earth Tech

5.
The following members were absent:


MSgt Mary Austin
Edward AFB Air Base Wing Main Base Public
Representative


SSgt Edward Buster



Edwards AFB South Base Public Representative


Ms. Dara English




Boron Public Representative


Mr. Victor Yaw





Mojave Public Representative


Mr. Dennis Youngblood


Edwards AFB North Base Public Representative

6.
Others present were:


Capt Kim Arnao




AFFTC/JA

Mr. David Cooper



U.S. EPA Region IX


Ms. Darlene Cobb



CSC


Ms. Dorothy Coughlin


CSC


Mr. John Delaney




CSC


Ms. Linda Stowe (Recorder)
CSC

Ms. Patti Waterbury



CSC


Mr. Ray Kahler




Earth Tech


Ms. Tara MacHarg



Earth Tech


Mr. Phil Saxton




Earth Tech


Mr. Larry Hagenauer


Citizen


Dr. Leslie Perkins



Citizen


Ms. Brenda Zahn




AV Press

7.
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Jim Otero who read the Statement of Purpose and Conduct. 

8. The minutes of the 18 November 1999 meeting were approved as distributed.

9. Presentation of Awards

Mr. Otero presented a plaque and Letter of Appreciation to Dr. Leslie Perkins.  Dr. Perkins has served as the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) Public Representative for the past 
2 years.  She expressed her appreciation to the board, technical advisors, and regulators for providing a valuable service to the Base and communities. 

A plaque and certificate will be sent to Ms. Cindi Mitton who has been the RPM representing the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) for many years.  Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty was introduced as the new RWQCB RPM.

10. Introduction of New RAB Members

Mr. Hatch introduced Capt Steven Svejda who is the new AFRL Public Representative.  Capt Svejda is a chemist who works in the Propulsion Sciences and Advanced Concepts Division at the AFRL.  

11. Reports from Public Representatives


a.
Mrs. Ruby Messersmith, North Edwards Public Representative, reported that she posted the meeting notices and distributed copies of the Report to Stakeholders.  She has been attending the school board meetings where she has presented information about the RAB.  The board has requested that a presentation about the RAB be given at a regular school board meeting.  Mr. Hatch will make the necessary arrangements for that event.  Ruby is also very involved with the North Edwards Water District and finds the knowledge she has gained being a RAB member very useful when making decisions regarding the Water District.  She also reported that she had invited Steve Perez to the meeting.  He sent his apologies for not being able to attend.  He told Ruby he keeps up with the cleanup program at Edwards through the Report to Stakeholders.  


b.
Mr. Frank Roberts, Lancaster Public Representative, said he continues to inform people at certain meetings that he represents the Lancaster area at the RAB.  He stated that most of the citizens in his constituency are pleased with the professional treatment that is being given to the cleanup at Edwards AFB.  Lancaster is involved with issues concerning air quality and sludge.  


c.
Capt Steven Svedja, Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative, said he had been questioned about possible risks to people living in Base housing since N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) has been discovered in the groundwater near Main Base.  Mr. Wood explained that part of the drinking water is now provided by the Antelope Valley/East Kern Water Agency and there is no reason for concern.  A Human Health Risk Assessment has been conducted on the concentrations that have been discovered, and those levels pose no risk.  


d.
Ms. Rhoda Parker, Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative, stated she has not received any specific questions regarding the water issues at NASA.


e.
Dr. Leslie Uhazy, Rosamond Public Representative, stated he distributed copies of 
the Report to Stakeholders.  He will be distributing packages of IRP information to the environmental biology students at Antelope Valley College (AVC).  Dr. Uhazy reported that 
an Educational Partnership Agreement has been signed between the Air Force and AVC. The agreement will allow AVC to receive excess equipment from the Air Force.  To date, the 
college has received a gas chromatograph, a mass spectrometer, and some computers for the 
Geographic Information System (GIS) course program.  


f.
Mr. Gary Wagner, Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base Public Representative, said he has been distributing the Report to Stakeholders, as well as making folks aware of the online location.  He and MSgt Austin were given a tour of several sites by Mr. David Steckel.  They found this very informative and appreciated the opportunity to have the tour.  


g.
Ms. Patricia Daws, Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative, stated she will be looking for information that would be age-appropriate for 5th and 6th graders.  Her daughter is working on the school newspaper and this would be a good way to get information to both students and parents.  


h.
Mr. Jim Otero, California City Public Representative, reported he made a presentation at the City Council meeting with regard to the 17 February 2000 RAB meeting.  Mr. Otero spoke about the format that is used to conduct RAB meetings.  He stated the Edwards AFB RAB was set up under the authority of the Final Report of the Federal Facilities Environmental Restoration Dialogue Committee.  (The committee was chartered by the U.S. EPA.)  The RAB was formed to be a proactive organization.  Mr. Otero read a portion of the Operating Procedures from the text of the report.  According to Mr. Otero, the report empowers the RAB members to set up the RAB in the way they feel works best for everyone involved.  


Mr. David Cooper, U.S. EPA Community Involvement Coordinator, presented his concerns along with those of Mr. Bill Albert, the DTSC Public Participation representative, regarding the lack of public participation during the RAB meetings.  They feel there is no time at the Edwards AFB RAB meetings for the public to directly address the RAB or the Air Force during the meeting.  Mr. Cooper said he feels public comments can give ideas for future agenda items.  He asked the RAB to consider the topic and possibly consider a change to the charter at a later date.


Mr. Otero asked each RAB member present to speak about their feelings on this issue.  The majority consensus of the RAB members was basically that if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.  They feel there is adequate opportunity for community members to address RAB members prior to a meeting or at the break.  Time is allotted following the break to specifically address any concerns brought forth by the public.  The RAB members agreed this system has worked very well.  They do not feel a need to change the forum at this time.  Mr. Otero concluded with a request that this topic be closed and not brought up again by the U.S. EPA or CA EPA DTSC.  

12. Reports from Remedial Project Managers


a.
Mr. John O'Kane, CA EPA DTSC, RPM, stated he is continuing with the Environmental Management project managers in cleaning sites and reviewing reports.  He reported on a call from the Base History Office that has resulted in a possible new IRP site.  


b.
Mr. Richard Russell, U.S. EPA, RPM, stated he feels the RAB is doing an excellent job.  He asked the RAB to keep an open mind and possibly consider opening the meeting to direct public participation at a later time.  


c.
Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty, RWQCB, RPM, had nothing to report at this time.

13. Election of Community Co-Chairman


Col Hood explained the procedure for nominating a new public co-chairman.  Ms. Messersmith nominated Mr. Otero for an additional term of office.  The nomination was seconded and the vote unanimous to re-elect Mr. Otero.

14. Additional Reports from the Public Representatives


Mr. Otero said the question was asked about starting an index of questions that are brought up at the meetings.  The index would also include a reference showing the disposition of the issues.  Non-RAB items would show whom they were referred to.  The data would also be useful in showing the number of inputs that are received from the public.  

15. Site 426 Update – Ms. Rebecca Hobbs


Ms. Hobbs presented a status update on work being accomplished at Site 426, which is the World War II Chemical Warfare Materiel Storage Yard (Site 426).  The Remedial Investigation Work Plan has been prepared.  The Work Plan is related to field activities that are going to be done at the site.  Ms. Hobbs explained the review process for the Work Plan and future documents.  The Army has agreed to review documents as a courtesy since they have the most experience dealing with chemical warfare materials.  


Ms. Hobbs described the various activities that are planned for the site.  She stressed that the decision has been made to err on the side of caution.  Because of this decision, personnel working on the trenches during the drilling tests will be wearing Class B suits.  Should there be an emergency in the field, personnel would be able to respond immediately.  One example would be the need to pour bleach on contamination should any be found.  Since the Class B suit has a respirator, which could cause some alarm, efforts are being made to inform the dorm residents and answer any questions.  Special meetings have been held with the Dorm Council and Consolidated Dorm Management Office.  Prior to drilling, members of the IRP staff will 
be present in the Dining Hall for an entire workday to answer any questions from the 
dorm residents.  


Ms. Hobbs explained the Buy-in Package concept and what that entails.  She also gave a report on a recent trip to Maryland and Washington D.C.  


The Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) is being prepared.  The EE/CA will evaluate the remediation alternatives for Site 426.  Following Air Force and regulatory review, the EE/CA will be available for a 45-day public comment period.  The proposed time for the public comment period is December 2000.  


The RAB members were provided with copies of the slides.  This entire presentation is available in the transcript of this meeting.  

16. Site 25 EE/CA Availability – Mr. Layi Oyelowo


Mr. Oyelowo explained the objectives of the Site 25 EE/CA.  One is to control the contamination at the leading edge of the plume, and the other is to control the mass removal of concentration at the source area.  He explained the technologies and relative costs of each one.  The EE/CA should be available for the 30-day public comment period in the May timeframe.  One meeting will be held in the NASA complex.  Ms. Parker will inquire about the best off-Base location for employees who won’t be able to attend the meeting at NASA.  That location for the second meeting will be determined and publicized.  

17. Proposed Plan Schedule and Outline – Mr. Robert Wood and Mr. David Steckel


The RAB members were given a 75-page document with a listing of all the documents that are expected to be completed between now and completion of the Record of Decision (ROD), which is July 2004.  Mr. Wood explained that the ROD establishes the cleanup objective for each of the 470-some sites on Edwards AFB.  The ROD is an agreement that will be signed by U.S. EPA, DTSC, RWQCB, and Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC).  The AFMC Four-Star General will sign the ROD after the AFFTC Commander and the Environmental Protection Committee make their recommendations.  


Mr. Wood explained the categories in the document.  Edwards AFB has already begun to clean some of the sites.  The ROD will recommend current systems be expanded or changed, if necessary.  All hazardous waste releases will be investigated until they pose no risk to human health and the environment.  Some of the options, such as land-use controls and monitoring,
were explained.  


Mr. Steckel presented the outline for the Proposed Plan.  A Proposed Plan is currently being developed for Operable Unit 1 in order to determine the format and get a better understanding of how the entire Proposed Plan will eventually come together.  The purpose of the plan is to recommend the best method of cleanup, to manage contamination, and to determine the appropriate ARARs (applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements).  The document covers all sites, whether they are closed, require No Further Investigation, or are active.  In order to keep the document manageable, there will be extensive referencing to other documents.  The IRP cleanup strategy and goals will be addressed in the document.  Health Risk Assessments and Ecological Risk Assessments will have a section that will determine if there is any residual contamination that might have detrimental affects on humans and the ecology.  An evaluation of all remedial alternatives will be compared to the nine CERCLA criteria.  


One of the chapters will deal with community participation.  This section will inform the public of how they may access documents and provide comments.  Notices will be placed in local newspapers informing the public where and when meetings will be held.  All comments from the public will be answered by IRP staff and placed in the ROD.


Copies of the Highest Contaminant Hits Table were also distributed to the RAB members.  This table explains why a site has been given a certain priority.  The contaminants are for both soil and groundwater.

18. Announcements


a.
Mr. Otero announced there would be an Executive Session held immediately following 
the meeting.


b.
The next meeting is scheduled for 18 May 2000 at the AFFTC Conference Center.  The Poster Session will begin at 1700.

19. The meeting was adjourned at 2035.
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Attachments:

1.  MSgt Mary Austin e-mail, 24 Jan 00

2.  SSgt Edward Buster e-mail, 16 Feb 00

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE

Installation Restoration Program (IRP)

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Distribution
AFFTC/CV

AFFTC/JA

AFFTC/PA

AFFTC/SE

AFFTC/EMR

AFRL/PA

CA EPA DTSC

CA EPA RWQCB

US EPA

95 ABW/CC

95 AMDS/SGPB

95 AMDS/SGPM

95 CES/CC

412 TW/CC

RAB Members

Other Interested Citizens
-----Original Message-----

From:
Austin Mary MSgt 95 MDG/SG 

Sent:
Monday, January 24, 2000 3:59 PM

To:
Otero Jim Contr AFFTC/EM

Subject:
FW: Final Agenda - 17 Feb 00 RAB Meeting

Mr Otero

Here is my report for the upcoming RAB meeting on 17 Feb.  I will be attending the Airmen Leadership School graduation on the same night.

1)  Toured the Main Base Sites on 30 Nov 99 with David Sheckels and Gary Wagner

2)  Notified all 95 ABW Group Commanders, by letter dtd 11 Jan 00, that I am their RAB public representative; requested Group POCs for distributing information to wing personnel

3)  Distributed most recent, printed Report to Stakeholders along with above letter; provided websites for both Report to Stakeholders and Installation Restoration Program Update in same letter

4)  Distributed most recent, printed Report to Stakeholders to all Medical Group squadrons and flights

5)  Requested and received bulletin board space for IRP information at Medical Group

6)  Distributed most recent, printed Installation Restoration Program Update to 95 ABW Groups; requested posting be made in community bulletin board areas

7)  I have not received any information for presentation during the meeting

Thanks!

Mary Andrews Austin, SMSgt(s)

Superintendent, 95th Medical Group

4A0 Career Field Manager

Edwards AFB CA 93524

DSN 527-0234 (661) 277-0234

-----Original Message-----

From:
Buster Edward D SSgt 450 TS/LGHSB 

Sent:
Wednesday, February 16, 2000 11:50 PM

To:
Coughlin Dorothy H Contr AFFTC/CTR

Subject:
Inability to make the RAB meeting.

Dear Dorothy,


I really want to be at the meeting tomorrow.  I feel guilty because I missed the last meeting.   BUT...  My son has his Cub Scout "Blue and Gold" dinner tomorrow.  It is very important to him...I have to be there. If you would relay my apologies to the RAB for my absence but I promise to do better in the future.

RAB Goings on at South Base:

1.  November - Spoke to my flight (appx 30 people) about the information presented in the last meeting (18 Nov).  No one had any questions or concerns but seemed genuinely interested in the information presented.

2.  December - E-mailed the entire South Base facility and all contractors on the November 1999 IRP Status Reports and how to find them on the Edward's public web site.  

3.  December - I earned my Cub Scout Leader credentials so I took the opportunity to brief (on a 7 year old level)  what the RAB is and as a RAB member what I do, how the process works, and what as Cub Scouts the kids can do to get involved.  The kids seemed to be very interested.

4.  December - Relayed and gained some contacts at the Fire station and the aero club here at South Base so I can keep them in the loop as far as information is concerned.  I've tried a number of times to get in touch with the water treatment facility but I can never get a hold of anyone there.

5.  January - Honestly, all I did was work with my supervisors and Mrs. Waterbury on my RAB profile package.  Also, e-mailed out the minutes from the Nov RAB Meeting.

6.  February - Nothing at all!!! 


That's about it!  Take care and Happy President's Day!

Sincerely,


SSgt Buster  
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