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After-hours: 1-866-805-2851

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the annual R-2508 User’s Briefing.  
I am _________ and I work in the Central Coordinating Facility (also known as CCF).  
On this slide are the CCF office email address, our office phone number, and for emergencies our after-hours phone number is provide.  
Our team consists of 4 airspace managers – 2 USN / 2 USAF and both a USN and USAF directors. 
We are here to assist all users of the Complex, so call or email our office if you have any questions.  

mailto:2508CCF@us.af.mil


VFR

See and Avoid

Non-Exclusive Use

WHY IS THIS BRIEFING 
IMPORTANT?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This briefing is important because, unlike other special use areas across the country, the Complex accommodates DoD and Civil activities simultaneously in a “non-exclusive use” environment.  Activities such as aircrew training & readiness (both military and civilian), research development test & evaluation, aerial refueling, commercial space, and large force exercises are all occurring within the Complex at the same time using both manned and unmanned aircraft. To facilitate all of these dis-similar activities, the Complex operates under an entirely VFR – SEE & AVOID concept. This briefing is required for all users to operate within the Complex to promote situational awareness of all users and improve safety of flight within the Complex.   




TOPICS 

• SITREPs

• Airspace

• Scheduling

• Joshua Control Facility

• Operations

• Questions
Reference: R-2508 User’s Handbook

Public Website: http://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2508

SharePoint: https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162 USAF / ANG

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During this briefing we will review the following topics.  
SITREPS
AIRSPACE
SCHEDULING
JOSHUA CONTROL FACILITY
And OPERATIONS

This briefing highlights critical topics from our R-2508 User’s Handbook, but is not all inclusive.  All users are encouraged to review the entire Handbook prior to operating within the Complex. I will refer to the Handbook many times throughout this briefing and want to highlight that is can be found on our Public Website and the SharePoint.  On the bottom of this page, links to both of these are available.  Note that the SharePoint is a USAF site.  To access it, the user must have an AFNET account, a CAC, a  Cyber Awareness certificate, & DD Form 2875. For more details on accessing the SharePoint, refer to the Handbook.  

http://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2508
https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162


 Way to report issues, make 
recommendations, or report 
exceptional performance.

 LOCAL USE ONLY

 Submit to CCF within 10-days

 Does not replace HATRs, OHRs, 
HAZREPs, or NMAC, etc.

SITUATION REPORT 
(SITREP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We value user feedback.  Feedback is how we continuously improve services and facilitate safe operations within the Complex.  Whether it is as you are reviewing this briefing, reading through the Handbook, or as you are operating within the Complex, please use our SITREP form to report issues, recommend improvements, or report exceptional performance or support. 
The SITREP form is available on both our public website and the SharePoint. 
SITREPs must be submitted via email to our office within 10-days of an incident if a RADAR/audio review is required. 
SITREPs do not replace Hazardous Air Traffic Reports, Operational Hazard Reports, Hazard Reports, or Near Mid-Air Collision Reports




AIRSPACE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
****INSERT SCRIPT******

The Complex consists of MOAs  (200’ AGL to 18,000’), ATCAAs (18,000’ to FL600), and R-2508 (FL200 and above).
We will start with the four main work areas that are covered in the Sage2 clearance.
Isabella, Owens, Saline and Panamint.  When you check in with Joshua, they are going to say cleared Sage 2.  At that time, if you have scheduled a Sage 2 for a higher altitude, notify Joshua that you want to activate the higher altitude.  This may be done immediately or could take up to 15 minutes.
The Sage 2 does not include the Bishop MOA.
If you need the Shoshone MOA/ATCAA you need to ensure that you request it on your R-2508 Airspace Request Form.  Once you check in with Joshua and receive your Sage 2, you must activate the Shoshone airspace with Joshua real-time.  Shoshone MOA/ATCAA stays with LA Center until a military user who has scheduled with CCF and has checked in with Joshua activates it real-time.  If you are the first user to activate the Shoshone airspace, it may take up to 15 minutes before you can use it.
The Porterville and Bakersfield MOA/ATCAA start at 2,000’ AGL.  They take advanced notice for scheduling(2 working days).
The Deep Springs ATCAA starts at FL240 and goes up to FL600. This takes advanced notice for scheduling(2 working days).  However there is an ZOA airway that transits the Deep Springs airspace that ZOA usually does not give up. So if you are planning on using Deep Springs, plan on FL240B280 or FL350 and above in 3,000’ blocks.
The Buckhorn and Barstow MOA/ATCAA’s are primarily used by Edwards AFB aircraft or other aircraft coming from the South and not going past R-2515.  Green Flag West out of Nellis AFB, will also use the Barstow MOA/ATCAA’s in conjunction with the R-2502 airspace for their Green Flag missions. 

“The Complex” excludes internal restricted areas (i.e. R2505, R2515, R2502N, R-2511, R2502E, or R2502A).  
Internal restricted areas are scheduled by their own “using agency” (i.e. NAWCWD, 412 TW, NTC).  


Walk around the map and highlight specific areas
Owen MOA/ATCAA
Airspace that needs prior notification (2 working days)
Frequencies
Shoshone must be scheduled on the airspace request form, but also requires real-time activation with JCF.  Recommend requesting upon initial contact (15-min).



SCHEDULING

• Unscheduled aircraft may be denied entry into the Complex.
• Schedule internal restricted areas with using agency and CCF To 

transit MOA/ATCAAs.
• Submit an Airspace Request Form to CCF via email.

• For Weekdays, NLT 1600L, 1-working day prior.
• For Weekend/Holiday, submit NLT 1600L, last work day prior.

• Coordinate cancellations, add-ons, changes, or time slips with CCF.
• For flights originating from outside the Complex & not landing an 

airport inside the Complex:
• File 2 legs:  One to enter – one to depart the Complex.
• File “R2508” as the destination/departure airport.
• Do not file a delay in the Complex!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to operate within the Complex, users must be scheduled.
Joshua may deny access to unscheduled aircraft.  
Exceptions:  IFR aircraft landing NID or EDW, not operating within the Complex, do not need to schedule with CCF (they are scheduled via the NAS).
Notifications to CCF can be via phone, but an email is still required.
Do not file a delay in the Complex
 Filing a delay may result in the loss of the second half of your flight plan
 May result in extensive delay in receiving IFR Clearance out of area
ENSURE YOUR SCHEDULERS READ THE HANDBOOK FOR INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO SCHEDULE 



• For more information pertaining to JOSHUA, review the User’s Handbook.

• Workload permitting, provides traffic calls, boundary advisories, and mission 
support services. 

• Does not provide separation services between participating aircraft.

• Notify Joshua PRIOR to making rapid altitude or direction of flight changes. 
Workload permitting, Joshua will provide advisories on known or observed traffic. 

JOSHUA CONTROL FACILITY 
(“JOSHUA”)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Workload permitting, JOSHUA provides traffic calls, boundary advisories, and mission support services.
The Complex is ALWAYS VFR – see & avoid.  Separation always remains the pilot’s responsibility.
Use plain language when communicating with JOSHUA to paint the picture of  what you are doing and what assistance you need.
Be flexible. Have a plan B.  For example, if Isabella is busy, request to move to another work area.
Do not expect exclusive use!
For guidance on ATC ALERT or ATC ZERO status, contact CCF.




 Active monitoring – tunes transceiver to the mission frequency and listens and makes 
traffic/boundary calls on the mission frequency.
 Inactive monitoring – tunes transceiver to mission frequency but does NOT listen. 

Traffic/boundary calls will be made on mission frequency. Other pilot-to-controller 
communication will be made on an ATC frequency.

Aircrew must:
 Maintain 2-way communication with the controlling agency - USE PLAIN 

LANGUAGE!!
 Intra-flight communication shall be done on a secondary frequency.
 Notify the controlling agency prior to entering or exiting the Complex. 
 Obtain a work area clearance before conducting ops in the Complex.
 Have an operational MODE 3C/A.
 Remain on assigned altimeter (regardless of altitude).
 Remain on assigned beacon code. Standard formation leads squawk normal. 

Wingman squawk standby.
 REMAIN IN VMC CONDITIONS!

COMPLEX PROCEDURES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Read the slide.






What to do if you encounter IMC…

• Notify the controlling agency.
• Expect instructions to 
re-position to VMC, exit the area, 
or return to base. 

IMC PROCEDURES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide.





• REMINDER: Aircrew must schedule 
internal restricted areas IAW using 
agency policies. 

• SAGE 2: Isabella, Owens, Saline, and 
Panamint, FL290 and below.

• PANCHO 3: (EDW, NID, PMD, NLC)   
Isabella and Panamint at and below FL500.       
Owens and Saline at and below FL290.

Pancho 3

COMPLEX CLEARANCES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most common clearances are the SAGE 2 and PANCHO 3

SAGE 2. 
Off-station aircraft can only get a SAGE2.
It provides users clearance to work Isabella, Owens, Saline, and Panamint, FL290 and below.  
Higher altitudes can be requested, if needed.  Must be scheduled!! Then requested real-time with the controlling agency.  
Peripheral MOAs/ATCAAs must  scheduled separately, e.g. Shoshone, Bishop, Porterville & Bakersfield

PANCHO 3: 
For Edwards, Plant 42, Lemoore, and China Lake based aircraft only.  
It is clearance to operate within Isabella and Panamint work areas at and below FL500, and Owens and Saline work areas at and below FL290.

WAR 2 Clearance: 
Green Flag Only. 
Refer to Handbook.

COLLINS 1: 
U-2 aircraft only. 
Refer to Handbook.



• Includes advisories of current and forecasted operations, e.g. ATC 
ALERT, ATC ZERO, R-2511 Activation, etc.
• Produced by CCF & disseminated via email, M-F @ ~1700L.

Notify CCF if you want to be added to the DBS distro list: 
2508CCF@us.af.mil

SharePoint: https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162 USAF / ANG

DAILY BRIEF SHEET
(DBS)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide.


mailto:2508CCF@us.af.mil
https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162


HIGH DENSITY 
TRAFFIC AREA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The high density traffic area, as depicted on this slide, is defined by:  118 line on west, extended southern boundary of R-2506 on north, boundary of R-2515 on southeast
In this area, expect a large variety of activities, missions, and platforms
Also, the SWLL ends just north, so aircraft may be in a climb in this area
Aircrews should expect numerous traffic calls and request updates as needed to maintain situational awareness in this area.




 Refueling Areas are NOT
exclusive use and are NOT 
protected from other activities.

 Aircrew are encouraged to avoid 
by 2,000’ vertically and 5 miles 
laterally.

 ARISB:  FL210B230, 
FL240B260, and FL270B290

 ARLNS: Green Flag only. 

 ARSHN/AROAL/ARLNS:
Receivers remain above 3,000’ 
AGL.

AERIAL REFUELING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide.
Refer to the Daily Brief Sheet for current activity.
ARSHN – can be scheduled as long as the receivers remain above 3,000’ AGL over the park
AROAL – can be scheduled as long as the receivers remain above 3,000’ AGL over the park
ARLNS – typically FL180BFL240
Additional tanker information is in the Handbook.�



NAS Lemoore/Fresno ANG
Ingress/Egress Routes

AVOID MT WHITNEY (x)
• NAS Lemoore:  Ingress – FL210 / Egress – FL200

•KIOTE & SWOOP at or above FL180.
•ROMOF at FL190/200 to avoid ARISB.

• Fresno ANG: Ingress – FL260BFL270/ Egress –
FL200

•FAANG & MITEL at or above FL180.
• Use FAANG to avoid Cap Points 

ENTRY/EXIT PROCEDURES

x

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NAS Lemoore / Fresno ANG ingress / egress routes are depicted on this slide.  
Be aware of heave East / West traffic flow across Owens Valley.
Avoid Mt Whitney, which is depicted on this slide with an “X” and remain above FL180 over SEKI

Ingress/Egress Routes
 NAS Lemoore uses Kiote & Swoop
 Use of SWOOP avoids Owens, Saline 
Fresno ANG uses FAANG & MITEL
 Use of FAANG avoids Owens, Saline 



UAS TRANSITION 
ROUTES

• Refer to the DBS
• Flown FL190/FL200
• Transitioning the Trona 

Gap is not authorized 
when R-2511 is active.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide & highlight….
Flown at FL190 or FL200 Correct Altitude for direction of flight.
Nights/WKND:  Authorized only after normal flying is complete Mon-Fri (2200 – 0600L), weekends, or FL400 and above.
Day Time:  For use during normal Flt Ops Mon-Fri (0600 – 2200L)
Transitioning the Trona Gap is not authorized when R-2511 is active. 




SUPERSONIC ACTIVITIES

• The Bell X-1 Supersonic Corridor (BX1SC) must be scheduled with CCF AND the 412 TW.
• For more information on the Black Mountain Supersonic (BMSS) corridor, refer to the R-

2515 Airspace Handbook. (https://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2515-Airspace/)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide

https://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2515-Airspace/


MISC OPERATIONS

• Lights-Out Operations. Requires a LOA 
with the CCB. Saline and Panamint only, 
FL200BFL350. Aircrew shall leave lights ON 
while transiting to/from internal restricted 
area(s). Annotate “LIGHTS OUT” in the 
remarks section of the airspace request form.

• Electronic Counter Measures/Chaff. Pre-
coordinate with Base Spectrum Managers. 
Annotate “ECM/CHAFF” in the remarks 
section of the airspace request form.

• Flares. Not authorized in R-2508 Complex. 
Flare use inside internal restricted areas must 
be coordinated with the scheduling agency.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide



Floor of MOA in these areas: 3,000’ AGL 

REF: FLIP AP1 California, FAA JO 7400.8

Domeland 
Wilderness 

Area

Death Valley 
National Park

Remain at least 3,000’ both laterally and vertically from Death 
Valley National Park and Domeland Wilderness Areas.

Remain 3,000’  from Canyon Walls and Saddles

NATIONAL PARKS /
WILDERNESS AREAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The floor of the MOAs over National Parks or Wilderness Areas is 3,000 feet MSL.
This is a high interest and high visibility item & our relationship with the community is critical to being able to achieve our mission long into the future.
 Flag Officers get directly involved
 Additional restrictions apply over SEKI

1977 Death Valley monument boundaries…found in the Handbook.





oRemain at or above 18,000’ vertically and 3,000’ 
laterally from SEKI. (Mt Whitney is 14,505’.)

o If lower than 18,000’ is required annotate “SEKI” in 
remarks section of  Airspace Request Form.

oUnscheduled operations below FL180 over SEKI are 
authorized only for safety of flight. 

oDo not descend below 3,000’ AGL except in an 
emergency situation. 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks (SEKI)SEQUOIA AND KINGS 
CANYON (SEKI)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to the 3,000’ restrictions over Parks & Wilderness areas, there are additional restrictions over Sequoia and Kings Canyon (SEKI).
 Aircrews must maintain an altitude of FL180 or above over SEKI unless specifically scheduled lower through CCF.
Lateral separation from SEKI is 3000 feet. 
 To schedule lower than FL180 annotate “SEKI” in Remarks Section of R-2508 Complex Airspace request Form.
 Unscheduled operations below FL180 over SEKI are authorized only for safety of flight considerations. 
 At no time will any participating aircraft descend below 3,000 ft AGL within the boundaries of SEKI except in an emergency situation. 



• All communities within the 
Complex are considered 
“Noise Sensitive Areas.” 
Avoid by 3,000’

NOISE SENSITIVE AREAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide & highlight that Kern River area is particularly sensitive area

Kernville, Woldford Heights, Olancha, Cartago, Keeler and Aberdeen.  Most of the Noise Complaint locations.



• Check-in with the controlling agency

• 315.9 MHz. Blind transmissions, pilot 
to pilot only! NOT monitored by 
ATC/MRU. (Callsign, type, location, 
intentions).

• Make calls when approaching choke 
points such as Canyons and Saddles. 

•UHF is “Line of Site.”  Aircraft on the 
other side of the ridgeline or saddle may 
not hear you.

LOW LEVEL PROCEDURES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
315.9 is also a “cross-talk” frequency with BLM aircraft.

Low Level Procedures pertain to sustained flight operations below 1,500’ AGL
 Requires notification/check-in with JOSHUA, e.g. Joshua, Expert 11 entering Sidewinder Low Level point Echo. 
 Low level operating frequency is 315.9 MHz . NOT Monitored by ATC/MRU
 Used as Unicom for blind transmissions, pilot to pilot only
 State Call sign, type aircraft, location and intentions, e.g. Jester 11 Sidewinder Low Level point Charlie entering JEDI transition.
Always make calls when approaching choke points such as Canyons and Saddles. 
 Provides cross frequency communication capability with Land Management Agencies

GEO Reference Points
 Easily identifiable ground reference points used to describe aircraft position during low level flight operations on frequency 315.9.
 Detailed list of these locations, names and latitude/longitude position listed in R2508 Users Handbook.





Sidewinder Low Level (SWLL)

• Flown clockwise direction (i.e. A, B, C). 
• Opposite direction flight PROHIBITED.
• AVOID noise sensitive areas by 3,000’.
• AVOID all airports by 1,500’ AGL or 3 NM.
• CAUTION: Possible merging traffic from 

aircraft on Jedi Transition. Offset east of J for 
de-confliction. Mandatory radio call 
approaching J:  “Callsign, Sidewinder, 
approach Point Juliet.”

• CAUTION: B-C is a high traffic area that has 
limited radio coverage due to terrain.

• Annotate “SWLL” in remarks section of 
Airspace Request Form.

SIDEWINDER LOW LEVEL 
ROUTE (SWLL)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
315.9
All points must be flown in a clockwise direction sequentially i.e. A, B, C… O, or E, L, M… O, etc. 
Opposite Direction Flight Prohibited
Preferred alternate entry via points C or E 
 Review SOPs for entry procedures, Joshua/SPORT notification requirements, and  noise sensitive area restrictions. 
Annotate “SWLL” in remarks section of the Airspace Request Form. 
B-C has increased traffic during fire season




When entering the SWLL at 
Point A, remain centerline AND 

at or above 3,000’ AGL until
3NM North of Kern Valley 

Airport to avoid local 
communities and Noise 

Sensitive Areas.

SWLL CONTINUED…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 This is an area that receives a lot of noise and/or low-level complaints from the public.
 Read the slide…
 



• Check NOTAMs prior to departure

• Check Daily Brief Sheet prior to departure

• FOREST FIRE SEASON - Flight crews must be alert for fire suppression activities using 
aircraft during the fire season. In many cases a NOTAM designating a temporary flight 
restriction area will be in effect for such areas when a fire exists. All aircrews should be 
extremely alert for such areas whether designated or not and avoid such areas by at least 5 
NM.  (REF: AP1)

• Watch for DBS advisories for “Wide Spread” or                                                        
“Concentrated” firefighting activities.

• USE CAUTION – traffic may be proceeding to/from                                                           
these areas.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AcsW7XbySA

TEMPORARY FLIGHT 
RESTRICTIONS (TFRS)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Temporary Flight Restrictions or TFRs will be posted via NOTAM and on the DBS.  One common TFR seen in the Complex is for firefighting activities.  

Read the slide!

Recommend watching the link and describing why it is valuable to the flying community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AcsW7XbySA


ANNUAL CREDIT

To receive credit for having completed this briefing.

Email: 2508CCF@us.af.mil

INCLUDE

NAME(s), ASSIGNED SQUADRON
AND

PHONE NUMBER

mailto:2508CCF@us.af.mil


QUESTIONS?

Email: 2508CCF@us.af.mil

Phone: DSN 527-2508/(661) 277-2508

After-hours: 1-866-805-2851

Public Website: http://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2508

SharePoint: https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162USAF / ANG

mailto:2508CCF@us.af.mil
http://www.edwards.af.mil/About/R-2508
https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/12162
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