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Meet the NASA Armstrong RAB public representative 

A s a photography enthusiast with a sharp eye for nature, Alexis 
McCadney brings a unique perspective to the Edwards Air 
Force Base Restoration Advisory Board as the new NASA public 

representative. When she is not at work, she can often be found exploring 
parks and museums, capturing the world around her through a camera 
lens. Dedicated to both science and the arts, McCadney combined her 
interests and hobbies into a career that she enjoys.

Growing up in a military family, McCadney moved often throughout her 
early childhood and rarely stayed in one place for more than a few years. 
McCadney grew up in St. Louis, Missouri then moved to Southaven, 
Mississippi. After graduating from high school, McCadney and her family 
settled in Southern California. There she began focusing on her future 
and applied to college.

Deciding what to pursue as a career was an internal debate for 
McCadney. “I went to college during the rise of the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics craze, also known as STEM,” she said.  
"There was a notion that if you decided to pursue any degree outside of 
STEM, you would never find a stable career.” Influenced by the idea of job 
stability and her interest in science, McCadney initially applied to college 
and declared physics as her major. However, she had always been an avid 
storyteller who loved writing and creating graphics. She was more drawn 
to the idea of becoming a teacher or journalist and to the flexibility a 
humanities degree could provide in her future endeavors.

 Eventually, McCadney switched her major and pursued a path that 

resonated more with her. She earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in English literature through the University of 
San Francisco. McCadney’s academic journey did not 
end there; she went on to earn two additional degrees 
in higher education: a master’s in creative writing 
from Antioch University, Los Angeles, focusing on 
non-fiction; and a master’s in communications from 
Arizona State University.

McCadney’s passion for communication and 
storytelling extended naturally into her professional 
life. She began to gain experience while she was in 
college pursuing her master’s in creative writing. She 
was a social media marketing and communications 
specialist for Antioch University. After graduating, she 
landed a job as a public affairs specialist/community 
relations specialist/journalist for the Edwards 
Environment Restoration Program, which allowed 
her to blend her skills in audience engagement and 
writing. Currently, she brings the combination of her 
education and experience to her work at NASA as a 
communication strategist under the communication 
services contract. “My main duty is to report on 
project milestones to leadership,” she said. “But I have 
additional tasks within the Office of Communications 
that involve drafting, finalizing, and distributing 
executive communications." McCadney said she was 
always drawn to roles that were flexible and diverse, 
that combined different facets of communication and 
offered opportunities for experimentation and growth. 
“I think this role captures a little bit of everything,” she 
said. 

Outside work or writing, McCadney finds joy 
and creative expression through photography. 
She rotates through various cameras depending 
on the picture she is trying to capture. During 
daylight she enjoys using her iPhone camera 
but when she wants something more powerful, 
she uses her Nikon D5600. To capture quality 
images, she visits museums and parks because 
she is fascinated by landscapes and scenes of 
nature. McCadney said she loves capturing pretty 
environments as it reminds her of cherished 
childhood and early adulthood memories. “When 
we lived in St. Louis, my mother and maternal 
grandmother would take my brother and I bike 
riding through Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park, 
or my mother and father would take us to Forest 
Park,” she recalled. "When I was in school at San 
Francisco, I loved going to Golden Gate Park.” 
Those moments still influence and inspire her life 
journey.

As McCadney steps into her role as a public 
representative for NASA, she brings with 
her a blend of communication expertise and 
appreciation for nature. She looks forward to 
supporting initiatives that protect and revitalize 
the environment. For McCadney, it is a full circle 
moment. “NASA Armstrong was vacant for the 
two years I worked as the RAB coordinator," she 
said. Through her work experience she learned 
the expectation of the role and is committed to 
making a meaningful impact as a board member.
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FRAME THE MOMENT: (Above) Alexis McCadney photographed two scenic landscape views from her hotel room using her Nikon 
D3500 camera while attending the annual Association of Writers and Writing Programs conference in Portland, Oregon.

ENJOYING NATURE: In a photo captured by her brother, Alexis McCadney gazes out at the 
view of vibrant greenery and dazzling water during an outing in Santa Clarita, California.
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Report to Stakeholders is a publication 

of the Air Force Civil Engineer Center, 
Installation Support Section at Edwards AFB 

(AFCEC/CZOW). Its purpose is to inform 
and educate the public, base workers and 
residents about continuing Environmental 

Restoration Program efforts on base. 
It currently has a circulation of 4,000, 

including about 1,100 subscribers.
Contents of the Report to Stakeholders 

are not necessarily the official view of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government, the 

Department of Defense or the Department 
of the Air Force.

All photos are property of the Air Force, 
unless otherwise identified.

Any comments or questions about the 
contents of the Report to Stakeholders may 

be directed to: 

412th Test Wing Commander
Brig Gen Douglas Wickert 

Edwards Remedial Project Manager
Paul Schiff

EDITOR 
Sean F. McDaniel

CONTRIBUTOR
Belinda Martinez

Alexis McCadney, NASA Armstrong 
public representative, is pictured 
in her official NASA portrait in her 
current role as a communication 

strategist. 
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NEXT BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 21, 2024
5:30 p.m.
Best Western Plus
Lancaster, California

The RAB is made up of appointed 
representatives from communities on and around 
Edwards AFB, regulators from federal and state 
agencies and base officials. The board’s purpose 
is to provide a forum for two-way communication 
between the public and those responsible for 
environmental cleanup at the base.  

The board meets semiannually, rotating 
meeting locations among communities 
surrounding the base. The public is welcome to 
attend. Those who have questions or concerns 
about cleanup activities at Edwards may contact 
any RAB member or Gary Hatch, 412th Test Wing 
Public Affairs, at (661) 277-8707. 

The RAB also has its own Facebook site: 
https://www.facebook.com/RAB.Edwards/. 
“Like” us on Facebook today!

?Published data and documents related to 
the Environmental Restoration Program 
at Edwards are available for public 
review at three Information Repositories 
and online at https://ar.cce.af.mil. The 
Information Repositories are located at:

Edwards AFB Main Library
5 W. Yeager Blvd.
Edwards AFB, California
(661) 275-2665
https://edwardsfss.com/library/

Kern County Public Library
Wanda Kirk Branch
3611 Rosamond Blvd.
Rosamond, California
(661) 256-3236
https://kerncountylibrary.org/find-hours-locations/

Los Angeles County Public Library
601 W. Lancaster Blvd.
Lancaster, California
(661) 948-5029
https://lacountylibrary.org/lancaster-library/

For questions about documents in the repositories, you 
may contact Gary Hatch, 412th Test Wing Public Affairs, 
at (661) 277-8707 or by e-mail at 412tw.pae@us.af.mil. 

General information about the environmental 
program at Edwards can be found at the following 
websites:

https://www.edwards.af.mil/About/Environment
https://www.facebook.com/EdwardsEnvMgt

OFF-BASE COMMUNITIES
Boron
Vacant — If you live or work in Boron, you may apply to 
be a public representative.

California City
Alexia Svejda (760) 373-8676
info@californiacitychamber.com 

Lancaster
Raj Malhi (661) 723-6019
rmalhi@cityoflancasterca.gov

Lauren Hughes-Leslie (alternate) (661) 723-6019
lhughes-leslie@cityoflancasterca.gov

Mojave
Victor Yaw (661) 754-1641
vicyaw@yahoo.com

North Edwards
Vacant — If you live or work in North Edwards, you may 
apply to be a public representative.

Rosamond
William Gaddis (661) 238-5389
wrgadjr@icloud.com

Joaquin Morales (alternate) (661) 275-0509
                             

ON-BASE COMMUNITIES
Housing
David Soltis (661) 277-3688
david.soltis@us.af.mil (850) 380-8096
 
Main Base Test Wing
Melody Couch (661) 277-3774
melody.couch@us.af.mil

Paul Mattson (alternate) (661) 277-5665
paul.mattson.2@us.af.mil

NASA Armstrong
Alexis McCadney (661) 276-3392
alexis.n.mccadney@nasa.gov

North Base
Vacant — If you work at North Base, you may apply to be 
a public representative.

South Base 
Shanelle Newman                         (661) 275-1376
shanelle.newman@us.af.mil

Air Force Research Laboratory
Joe Mabry (661) 857-6289
joseph.mabry@us.af.mil

California Dept. of Toxic Substances Control
Bruce Lewis (916) 255-6576 
bruce.lewis@dtsc.ca.gov 

California Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 
Mark Allen (760) 241-7391
mark.allen@waterboards.ca.gov

Toufic Zeidan (760) 241-6583
toufic.zeidan@waterboards.ca.gov

Edwards AFB
Paul Schiff (661) 277-1469 
paul.schiff@us.af.mil

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethan Finkel (415) 972-3127
finkel.ethan@epa.gov

Mohamed Ibrahim (415) 972-3184
ibrahim.mohamed.n@epa.gov

Dante Rodriguez (415) 972-3166
rodriguez.dante@epa.gov
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Restoration Advisory Board
Information

Where to find more

By mail
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