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This AFFTC policy expands upon DoD’s, USAF’s, and AFMC’s policy governing the safe operation of vehicles.  This instruction applies to all military personnel at Edwards AFB (host and tenant units) and DoD civilians.  Violations can result in UCMJ action or civilian-equivalent.  Contractors operating vehicles on Edwards AFB are strongly encouraged to abide by this policy.
SUMMARY OF REVISIONS:  A complete rewrite of this instruction was accomplished.

1.  Recent statistics point to a strong correlation between distracted drivers and accidents.  We cannot afford to lose valuable members of our Edwards team to preventable circumstances.

2.  Operators of government owned vehicles (GOV) will not allow any activity to detract from safely operating the vehicle.  Distracting actions include, but are not limited to, eating while driving, any “heads down” time, and operating communication and computer devices.  Specifically, GOV operators may not use communication devices (including privately owned) unless the vehicle is completely stopped.  Exceptions include simple, single-button/switch-action devices like land mobile radios and hand-held mikes.  In these limited cases, vehicles may be operated while in motion provided:

2.1.  There is an urgent or compelling mission need to communicate while driving.

2.2.  Use does not interfere with the safe operation of the vehicle.

2.3.  Operator exercises appropriate situational awareness.  Passengers in GOVs may operate equipment and/or devices as long as they do not distract the operator’s attention.  

3.  Commanders are responsible for establishing unit-specific requirements and policy addressing simultaneous vehicle operation and use of communication and/or computer devices.  Policy should be documented based on a structured risk assessment (Operational Risk Management).

4.  I am committed to eliminating senseless distracted driver mishaps at Edwards AFB.  I expect our GOVs to be operated with the same priorities as our aircraft:  first, operate safely; then navigate; and when time and conditions permit, then communicate.
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