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95 SFS/SFAX...1

The purpose of this instruction is to prevent unauthorized photography of the Edwards AFB flight line and the resources contained therein. This instruction applies to all military, civilian, and contractor personnel assigned to or visiting Edwards AFB.

1.  TERMS EXPLAINED:

1.1.  Flight Line:  A designated track of land within the Controlled/Restricted Area boundary which includes:  runways, taxiways, ramps, and aircraft parking aprons, requiring an AF Form 1199, Restricted/Controlled Area Badge, to gain entry.   The boundary can be identified by a standard chain link fence barrier on the west side and posted Warning Signs on the remaining boundaries.  The entire Rogers Dry Lakebed is considered part of the controlled area.

1.2.   The general flight line is a Controlled Area and designated as Area 1.  Several small Restricted Areas are within Area 1 and each requires a specific designator identified on the Restricted Area Badge (RAB) for entry.   

1.3.  Official Photography:  Photography conducted at Edwards AFB by official Air Force photographers and other military personnel, civilian employees, contractors, or agents of Det 111, Air Force Office of Special Investigations    (AFOSI), while conducting official investigations. The appropriate unit commander and Base Multimedia Manager authorize these personnel, or Public Affairs (PA) representatives, in conjunction with mission requirements, historical documentation, or for public affairs/protocol purposes to take still images or film.  NOTE:  OSI agents assigned to Edwards AFB will receive automatic authority to photograph on the flight line.  The controlled/restricted badge issuing authority will indicate “Photography Authorized” on all controlled/restricted badges issued to OSI agents.   

1.4.  Photography:  Any type of equipment or device used to reproduce visual images, including but not limited to: all types of film, motion picture cameras, television cameras, videotape cameras, still microfilm, electro-optic cameras, and electronic imaging systems.

1.5.  Unauthorized Flight Line Photography: Any flight line photography without official approval.  This includes   photography occurring in any location at Edwards AFB where posted warning signs indicating photography is prohibited by AFFTC/CC or designated representative without proper photography credentials.  

1.6.  Base Multimedia Manager (BMM): Responsible for audiovisual policy at the Air Force Flight Test Center.

1.7.  Foreign Disclosure Officer (FDO):  Responsible for the foreign disclosure policy at the Air Force Flight Test Center and is the final authority for granting foreign nationals access to Edwards AFB facilities, assets or data of any kind including photography.  

2.  GENERAL:

2.1.  Authorized flight line photographers can be identified by one of the following: an individual in possession of a controlled area badge with a small camera icon placed in the block just beneath the individual’s photograph, written text “photography authorized” placed in the block just beneath the individual’s photograph, by wearing the AFFTC temporary photographer badge issued by BMM, or wearing a NASA issued photography badge.  And finally, being escorted by a person possessing one of the approved badges mentioned above.  See Attachment 1. 

2.2.  Visiting tour groups and news media representatives in possession of photographic equipment on the flight line must be escorted by an AFFTC/PA or NASA/PA representative wearing an authorized photography badge.  All distinguished visitors with photographic equipment on the flight line must be under the escort of an AFFTC/CCP or NASA Protocol representative.  

2.3.  Unit commanders or designated representatives must approve photography of resources under their control.  In addition, unit commanders or designated representatives must provide BMM a Request for Temporary Flight Line Photographer Badge Ltr., to photograph within their designated controlled/restricted area (see Attachment 2).  BMM will issue photography badges to authorized individuals only. 

2.4.  The AFFTC/CC or designated representative may authorize public photography for special events (e.g. change of command ceremonies, AFFTC Open House, etc.).

	2.5.  NASA space shuttle landings will be designated open to photography, unless otherwise stated on the day of the landing by the installation commander. Photography will be allowed one hour prior to landing and terminate when the shuttle is in the NASA compound. During the time photography is allowed, the unit commanders should be aware of the policy and take actions to secure their resources. Unit commanders must also be aware that AFFTC/PA and NASA/PA allow media personnel onto the flight line two hours prior to shuttle landings to set up equipment, etc.  

2.6. The Directorate of Contracting assures training and compliance with this instruction.




3.  RESPONSIBILITIES:
3.1. 95 SFS/SFAX (Test Security) will:

3.1.1.  Review AFFTCI 31-4 annually and update as necessary. 

3.1.2. Determine if classified or sensitive unclassified assets were captured on photographic media - immediately initiate security incident reporting procedures and provide assistance to the inquiry or investigating official as necessary.  

3.1.3. Release non-sensitive or unclassified photographic media and negatives to AFFTC/PA who will return the property to the owner.   

3.1.4.  Provide initial and recurring training to agencies approved to issue Flight Line Photography badges.  

3.2. AFFTC/IT (Base Multimedia Manager) will:

3.2.1.  Provide photography badges to AFFTC/PA, AFFTC/CCP, and the flight line unit commanders or designated representatives.  

3.2.2.  Secure photography badges in a locked container.  Develop and maintain an accountability procedure and conduct an annual inventory of all photography badges by 1 January of each year.   If more than 5 percent of the photography badges cannot be accounted for, consider creating a new photography badge for issue.

3.2.3.  Treat all confiscated photographic media as classified until 95 SFS/SFAX determines classification.  

3.3.  Unit commanders with resources located on the flight line in controlled/restricted areas will:

3.3.1.  Ensure requests for flight line photography are in accordance with this instruction.

3.3.2.  Ensure personnel under their control understand their responsibility to identify and report unauthorized photography. 

3.3.3.   If unit personnel confiscate suspected unauthorized photographic media, the media will be treated as classified and released to 95 SFS for disposition. 

3.3.4. Refer news media or commercial photographer’s requests to AFFTC/PA or NASA/PA, as appropriate.  

3.3.5. Immediately notify BMM of lost photography badges. 

3.3.6.  Ensure photography planned for public release referencing flight line activities or assets is approved by AFFTC/PA or NASA/PA as appropriate, prior to release.

3.4.  95 SFS (Security Forces Squadron) will:  

3.4.1. Respond to suspected unauthorized photography incidents and confiscate photographic media if determined the event is unauthorized.  

3.4.2. Once an unauthorized photography event is determined, Security Forces will confiscate the photographic media, contact 95 SFS/SFAX and inform of incident details, then release suspect media to the BMM for processing.

3.4.3.  Treat all confiscated photographic media as classified.

3.4.4. Ensure signs indicating flight line photography prohibited are posted strategically along the flight line boundary.  

3.5.  Photographers/Photography Escorts:

3.5.1.  Ensure permission was granted by unit designated representatives for photography and ensure photographs are taken only of the authorized assets.  

3.5.2.  Report any unintentional or unauthorized photography to the unit commanders or security forces, as appropriate.

3.5.3.  Return the photography badge within the time limitation imposed by the issuing authority. Under no circumstances will the photography badge be given to someone else. Report the loss of the badge and the circumstances of loss to the issuing authority immediately.

3.6.  AFFTC/PA (Public Affairs) will:

3.6.1.  Act as the AFFTC point of contact for review and approval of photography regarding AFFTC activities and programs cleared for public release.  

3.6.2. Obtain prior approval from the specific controlled/restricted area unit commander before escorting news media or visiting groups to their area to ensure sensitive programs and resources are not compromised.

3.6.3.  Brief all news media and tour groups on flight line photography policies and restrictions.

3.6.4.  Release all confiscated photographic media and equipment to their respective owners upon determination of classification by 95 SFS/SFAX or NASA security officials.  Photo imagery by foreign nationals will be coordinated in advance with FDO/NASA as appropriate.

3.7. AFFTC/CCP (Protocol) will:

3.7.1.  Obtain prior approval from the specific controlled/restricted area commander before escorting distinguished visitors into their area to ensure classified programs and resources are not compromised.

3.7.2.  Brief all distinguished visitors on flight line photography policies and restrictions.

3.8  NASA Public Affairs will:

3.8.1.  In coordination with NASA security officials, review all confiscated photographic media taken in the NASA areas for security review and public release approval.  Return any confiscated photographic media to their respective owners upon determination by NASA Security or the 95 SFS/SFAX that the imagery is unclassified.  Release of any confiscated photographic media to foreign nationals will require concurrence of the NASA Export Control Officer or the AFFTC/FDO.

3.8.2.  Brief visiting news media, tour groups, or VIPs escorted by NASA/PA, about flight line photography restrictions upon their arrival at Edwards AFB.

3.8.3.  NASA/PA representatives assigned to Edwards AFB may review and approve photographs taken of their activities and assets meant for public release.

3.9.  Directorate of Contracting will: 

3.9.1.  Ensure all contractors under the responsibility of Contract Administration are briefed on this instruction. 

3.9.2. Ensure all contractors understand photography restrictions.  Except for the Base Multimedia Center contractor, all other contractors wishing to take photographs require approval by the contracting office and unit commander responsible for the area/asset.   

3.10.  95 SFS/SFAPD (Foreign Disclosure Office) will review all confiscated photographic media provided by 95 SFS/SFAX or AFFTC/PA for release suitability to foreign nationals.







WILBERT D. PEARSON, JR., Major General, USAF







Commander

2 Atch

1.  Temporary  Photography Badges

2.  Letter to Request a Temporary Flight Line Photography Badge

(Attachment 1) Temporary Photography Badge 
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The bearer of this badge is Authorized to
take photographs ONLY as directed by AFI
33-117 or Airfield Management.

If found, return to
95 CS/SCV, Edwards AFB, CA
93524-6595.





(Attachment 2) Letter to Request a Temporary Flight Line Photography Badge 
Current Date

MEMORANDUM FOR AFFTC/IT, Base Multi Media Manager 



            ATTN:  Roger Hatch

FROM:

SUBJECT:  Request for Temporary Flight Line Photography Badge

1.  The following individual(s) have approval for a temporary flight line photography badge from 

(identify beginning date)  to (identify ending date).



Name


SSN


Organization

Purpose

2.  Above individual(s) received a briefing on security requirements for flight line photography.  All material selected for release to the public must receive approval by AFFTC/PA who will ensure a thorough security and policy review is conducted prior to release.

3.  OPR for this request is (name and extension)










Unit Commander

