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Chapter 3

CLEARANCE PROCEDURES

3.1. COMPLEX CLEARANCE.

3.1.1. Operations within the R-2508 Complex require an ATC clearance. Edwards AFB and Air Force Plant 42 based aircraft will be issued a "Pancho Two" work area clearance. This clearance requires the aircrew to maintain VFR using the concept of see and avoid. Aircrews may be issued a Sage Two clearance that does not include the Barstow MOAs and has an altitude limit of FL290. If this clearance does not meet mission requirements request the Pancho Two. A Pancho Two clearance for Edwards and AF Plant 42 aircraft includes:

3.1.1.1. Isabella (excludes the Inyokern Transition Area between 0500-0700, 1100-1300, and 1800-2400L) and Panamint, FL500 and below.

3.1.1.2. Owens and Saline, FL290 and below.

3.1.1.3. Barstow West, FL500 and below.

3.1.1.4. Barstow East, FL230 and below. 

NOTE:  The assigned Operations Number as issued by Edwards authorizes aircrews to depart from, operate in, and re-enter R-2515 when the airspace has been scheduled for military use.

3.1.2. Helicopters departing from Edwards will only receive Restricted Area R-2515 at and below 6,000’MSL. If an aircrew desires additional work areas and these areas have been scheduled, initiate request on initial contact with tower and the appropriate clearance will be coordinated and issued. 

3.1.3. JOSHUA requires 10 minutes prior notice to coordinate release of scheduled airspace with adjacent FAA centers for aircraft requesting higher scheduled (above FL290) operating altitudes in Owens and Saline.
3.1.4. The only situations under which a participating aircraft operating within the Complex will be issued an amended ATC clearance to operate in conditions below visual meteorological conditions (VMC) is when an aircraft is about to encounter weather conditions which are below the minimum for flight under VMC and  unable to proceed under VMC. The purpose of this amended ATC clearance (IFR) is to:

3.1.4.1. Position the aircraft in weather conditions that permit VFR.

3.1.4.2. Exit the area or return to base if unable to locate VMC.

3.1.4.3. Allow aircraft to depart Edwards under an IFR clearance until reaching VMC. Aircraft will receive an IFR clearance to a fix within the R-2508 Complex to reach VFR.

3.1.5. Upon re-encountering VMC, the pilot shall be responsible to advise TRACON/SPORT (cancel IFR) and receive an amended ATC to again operate in VMC.

3.1.6. Obtain clearance for airspace for special use (Alpha Corridor, Precision Impact Range Area (PIRA), Spin Areas, Supersonic Corridors, Refueling Areas, etc.) directly from SPORT either before or after takeoff.

3.1.7. The Pancho Two clearance satisfies the majority of AFFTC mission requirements; however, it does not include R-2508 peripheral areas such as Bakersfield, Porterville, Deep Springs, Shoshone, or Bishop MOAs. Missions requiring areas not included in the Pancho Two clearance shall schedule these areas and associated altitudes through the ROC and request these areas and altitudes on initial contact with JOSHUA or SPORT. 

NOTE:  All adjacent FAA facilities have a Military Operations Specialist (MOS) who can assist you in mission planning. If during mission planning, the flight profile could possibly extend into the adjacent MOAs, mission planners should schedule these peripheral MOAs to allow for added airspace and protection. If no adjacent MOA is available, contact the MOS early in the planning stages for the mission profile you are establishing.
3.1.8. Aircraft operating in proximity to the airspace boundary may expect positive control instructions by either JOSHUA or SPORT to turn away from the boundary when in the judgment of the controller a spillout may occur. Positive control instructions shall be followed; however, the pilot is still responsible for complying with his/her ATC clearance.

NOTE:  The pilot has primary responsibility to remain within the lateral confines of the airspace specified in the ATC clearance. See chapter entitled, Restrictions, for flight restrictions within the Complex.

3.1.9. Pilots shall advise TRACON/SPORT prior to exiting the Complex. The Complex clearance is canceled when the aircraft exits the Complex.

3.2.  LOCAL VFR ON TOP DEPARTURE PROCEDURES. 

3.2.1. When departing under Instrument Meteorological Conditions (IMC) request a local IFR clearance from ground control upon taxi.  This is an IFR ATC clearance to reach VMC on top and not a complex clearance.  Pilots shall report reaching VMC and cancel the IFR on top clearance.

3.2.2. A VFR Complex clearance will then be issued. Missions can not be conducted within the R-2508 Complex in IMC.
3.3. IFR FLIGHT PLANS. 

3.3.1. Aircrews filing IFR flight plans from Edwards to destinations outside the restricted areas will advise Edwards Ground Control one minute prior to departure and remain on Ground Control frequency until receiving climb out instructions. Heading and altitude instructions are designed, when required, to keep departing aircraft clear of active airspace for special use, provide separation from other known IFR aircraft when weather conditions dictate, and after coordination with the receiving FAA facility, to position the departing aircraft to enter the NAS.

3.3.2. When weather conditions at Edwards are less than VFR, IFR departures are authorized. Pilots shall advise ATC when they have reached VFR conditions and shall resume the requirement of VFR “see and avoid.”

3.3.3. The IFR portion of a flight plan will not begin until exiting the R-2508 restricted area boundary unless IFR conditions are encountered. 

3.3.4. Aircrews departing with the intent to pick up an IFR clearance outside the R-2508 Complex will remain in contact with SPORT/JOSHUA until instructed to change frequency.
3.3.5. Thirteen ingress/egress fixes are established around the perimeter of R-2508 (Fig 3-1).

Aircrews delaying within R-2508/R2515 on a complex clearance prior to departing IFR shall file through one of these fixes as the second element in their flight plan (i.e. R-2508..CHADS..EHF).

3.3.6. Aircrews not delaying within R-2508/R-2515 may file Navigational Aid (NAVAID) direct (e.g. EDW..DAG).

3.4. FLIGHT PLAN FILING.
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3.4.1. All aircraft departing Edwards must have a flight plan on file with Airfield Management Operations. Flight plan requirements are a minimum of one hour prior to estimated time of departure (ETD) for an IFR flight plan (30 minutes for a VFR flight plan) unless the aircraft is on a stopover flight plan or in the ROC's scheduling system.  Airfield Management Operations must have a flight plan in all other cases.

3.4.2.  All local flying squadron commanders (including all 412th TW flying squadrons, MAG-46 Det. B, NASA, Aero Club, and Flight Operations Defense Contract Management Agency (Mojave) will comply with the following procedures when filing flight plans with Airfield Management Operations via electronic (facsimile) means.

3.4.2.1. Use Department of Defense  Form (DD Form) 175, Military Flight Plan, DD Form 1801, Department of Defense (DoD) International Flight Plan, or other authorized form IAW AFI 11-202 V3, General Flight Rules, and Flight  Information Publication (FLIP) General Planning (GP).

3.4.2.2. Original flight plans will not be accepted via radio or telephone.   However, locally filed flight plans may be amended by any means prior to departure.  Once a flight plan has been activated, any corrections or deviations must be coordinated with 

an air traffic control facility or Flight Service Station. Airfield Management Operations cannot correct or amend flight plans for airborne aircraft.

3.4.2.3. Flight plans may be faxed to Airfield Management Operations. It is the responsibility of the aircraft commander and/or flying squadron to call Airfield Management Operations to confirm receipt and the legibility of the faxed flight plan.

3.4.2.4. Flight plan changes due to weather, ground abort, maintenance cancellations, etc. will be identified to Airfield Management Operations as soon as possible.

3.4.2.5. Airfield Management Operations will contact the on-duty Operations Officer of the affected squadron and/or aircraft commander to resolve problems with the flight plan (e.g. route of flight, missing data, etc.).  

3.4.2.6. Users and local flying squadrons will maintain original flight plans IAW Air Force Manual (AFMAN) 37-139, Records Disposition Schedule.

3.5. IFR OPERATIONS.

3.5.1. Outside the R-2508 Complex, conduct flight operations under IFR to the maximum extent possible without unacceptable mission degradation. Conduct point-to-point flights, round-robin proficiency flights, and test mission aircraft transit between Edwards and test ranges/areas under IFR according to AFI 11-202 V3, as supplemented. Certain flights with external stores may be flown VFR point-to-point to avoid populated areas.

3.5.2. Plan all cross-country and proficiency flights on IFR clearances terminating at Edwards AFB to use a published IFR instrument approach. This does not preclude a pilot from both making a south reentry to the TACAN and making approaches or from requesting practice instrument approaches under the control of SPORT.

3.6. CLEARANCE FORMS.  

3.6.1. References are AFI 11-401, Flight Management, Air Force Material Command (AFMC) Sup 1, and AFFTC Sup 1.

3.6.2. AFMC Form (Fm) 83, Local Flight Clearance/Flight Authorization. Used as the flight plan authorization for local area flights. See AFI 11-401, AFMC Sup 1, Attachment (Atch) 8 (added) for instructions for usage.

3.6.2.1. AFMC Fm 82, Flight Authorization. Used for flights terminating or stopping over at any airport outside R-2508 and the area south of R-2508 controlled by JOSHUA. See AFI 11-401, AFMC Sup 1, Atch 7 (added) for instructions and usage.  For these flights, AFMC Fm 83, (if used) will be annotated, "For Tracking Only."

3.6.2.2. VFR flights in Edwards-based aircraft to and from approved operating locations do not require a DD Form 175 or AFMC Fm 82 when logging the flight on an AFMC Fm 83 and using coordinated flight following procedures. Coordinate flight following procedures with the ROC. 

3.6.3. Before departing, the AC is responsible for completing the clearance portion of AFMC Fm 83, if required, as follows:

3.6.3.1. Estimated time enroute (ETE) and fuel endurance in hours and minutes.

3.6.3.2. AC signature and current Flight Crew Information File (FCIF) number. The AC's signature indicates compliance with AFI 11-2FT Vol. 3, Flight Test Operations Procedures, requirements and the following: 

3.6.3.2.1. Flight briefing has been completed according to the mission briefing checklist.

3.6.3.2.2. Crew is current and qualified in the aircraft, as required.

3.6.3.2.3. Crew has current aircraft publications.

3.6.3.2.4. All crewmembers signed the current FCIF.

3.6.3.2.5. Weight and balance data were reviewed as required/applicable.

3.6.3.2.6. Flight planning guides were reviewed.

3.6.3.3. Annotate the planned alternate, if required, and ETE to the alternate.

3.6.4. Use DD Form 175 for:

3.6.4.1. IFR flights planned to depart R-2508 and/or the area south of R-2508 controlled by JOSHUA (Lancaster/Palmdale area at or below 13,000' MSL).

3.6.4.2. Local IFR flights when the Complex airspace has been released to FAA for joint use (normally from 1800L to 0600L and on weekends). Check with the ROC (7-3940), CCF (7-2508), or JOSHUA (7-2023) to determine if the airspace will be active for military use or if released to the FAA for joint use.

3.6.4.3. Requesting the High Altitude Supersonic Corridor outside of R-2508 (see Chapter 9).

NOTE:  Aircrews delaying within R-2508 on a Pancho Two clearance and whose destination is other than EDW, should contact Pilot to Dispatcher (PTD) (372.2) for relay of flight plan activation to the destination airport to prevent a No Flight Plan Arrival.

3.6.5. Use DD Form 1801, DoD International Flight Plan, for international flights in accordance with FLIP, GP, Chapter 4.
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