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Chapter 2

AIRFIELD OPERATIONS

2.1. OPENING/CLOSING EDWARDS TOWER. When the Control Tower opens/closes, the Watch Supervisor will contact AMOps and CP to obtain/brief airfield status. These briefings will include as a minimum runway status, airfield limitations, Notices to Airmen (NOTAMS), and vehicles (callsign and location) within the movement area. All involved parties are responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the briefing. A description of the Movement Area is located in AFFTCI 11-1.
[image: image1.wmf]2.2. INSTRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM (ILS) CRITICAL AREAS. Figures (FIG) 2-1 and 2-2 identify the critical areas associated with the localizer and glideslope antennas.

2.2.1. The localizer critical area (Figure (Fig) 2-1) extends from the localizer antenna 2,000’ towards the approach end of Rwy 4 and 150’ on either side of runway centerline. This includes a 50’ extension behind the localizer antenna. The geographic location is 34(53.4930’N 117(54.6545’W.

2.2.2. The glideslope critical area (Fig 2-2) is fan-shaped and extends from the glideslope antenna 1,300’ towards the approach end of Rwy 22 or landing threshold, whichever is greater. It covers an area 30( either side of a line drawn through the glideslope antenna and parallel to the runway centerline. The geographic location is 34(54.7915’N 117(51.9103'W.
[image: image3.wmf]2.3. ADVANCE FLIGHT NOTIFICATIONS. 
If requested, tower will provide AMOps a single (one-time) notification for an aeromedical flight or an aircraft carrying a distinguished visitor when the aircraft is 9-15 flying miles from the runway.

2.3.1. When notified of a distinguished visitor, AMOps will contact the Protocol Office and follow their Quick Reaction Checklist.

2.3.2. Upon receipt of the load message, AMOps will notify the clinic, Fire Department, Command Post, Transit Alert and tower for aeromedical aircraft.
2.4. FIRE DEPARTMENT NOTIFICATION OF AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS AT NORTH/SOUTH BASE. Tower shall notify the Edwards Emergency Response Center of hazardous
aircraft operations being conducted at North and/or South Base (experimental flights, initial flight test, auto-rotations, etc) and when theses operations have been terminated.
2.5. BRAKE TESTING. The Resource Operations Center (ROC) is responsible for notifying the appropriate agencies identified by the AFFTC Fm 5016, (V2) Weekly Aircraft and Air Ground Support Requirements Schedule (Expanded Schedule) , concerning any scheduled brake test.

2.5.1. The ROC will coordinate any schedule changes prior to the day of the test. If changes are to be made on the day of the test, Current Operations will notify the appropriate agencies.

2.5.2. The Airfield Management Office is responsible for alerting runway sweepers whenever a brake test is scheduled.
2.6. COOPERATIVE WEATHER WATCH RESPONSIBILITIES. Edwards is a Basic Weather Watch station. Time and controller workload permitting, certified tower controllers will advise the duty observer of:
2.6.1. Observed differences between current weather and the official observation.

2.6.2. Significant increases or decreases in prevailing visibility. When either Tower prevailing visibility or reported prevailing visibility is less than four (4) Statue Miles (SM), immediately report any change in a reportable value of visibility.

2.6.3. Formation of fog, thunderstorms, funnel clouds, or tornadoes.
2.6.4. Lightning/hail observed, thunder heard, or ending/beginning of precipitation.

2.6.5. Any obstruction to vision observed but not currently reported.
2.7. NO RADIO RUNWAY EVACUATION PROCEDURES. In the event tower experiences radio failure or cannot establish radio contact with a vehicle on the Movement Area, tower will turn runway edge lights on/off several times and contact Airfield Management Operations via landline/Ramp Net to initiate recall action.
2.7.1. When notified, AMOps will dispatch a radio-equipped vehicle to escort the NO RADIO (NORDO) vehicle from the movement area and determine the reason for lost radio communications. 
2.7.2. In the event vehicles and/or personnel are on North Base, South Base or the Lakebed landing areas, tower will contact AMOps to respond with a radio-equipped vehicle.
2.8 AIRCRAFT TOWING PROCEDURES. Prior to towing an aircraft on or across an established taxiway or runway, the supervisor will obtain radio clearance from the tower. At no time will any aircraft be towed on or across runways or taxiways without advance approval from the tower. 

2.9. ENGINE TEST/RUN-UP PROCEDURES. Quiet hours for engine test/run-ups are 2200L to 0500L daily. Quiet hours may occur during ceremonies or to comply with noise abatement rules during specified time periods and as directed by higher authority. Engine test/run-up operations during quiet hours require approval of the 412th Maintenance Group Commander or Vice Commander. 
2.9.1. Operators must contact the ROC for pre-approval and then contact tower and pass aircraft tail number and location.
2.9.2. Notify tower upon termination.
2.9.3. Aircraft engine run-up areas and maintenance policies/guidelines as they relate to aircraft maintenance engine operations are define in the 412th Maintenance Group's Maintenance Operating Instruction 21-20, Aircraft Engine Maintenance Run. 

2.10. AIRFIELD SWEEPER SUPPORT. During normal duty hours, sweeper support may be obtained by contacting AMOps. After 1600L Monday-Friday and during the weekend and holidays (as required) contact Fire Department Station 1 located by the tower. Sweepers will constantly monitor the Ramp Net radio when performing operations in any flightline area.
2.11. REMOTELY OPERATED AIRCRAFT (ROA) HAZARD AREAS. (Fig 2-3 & 2-4) The AFFTC Range Safety Office shall develop hazard footprints and provide personnel and equipment to ensure all non-mission essential personnel, aircraft and vehicles operating on the airfield are kept clear. The Range Safety Office outside observer (call sign Range Safety Mobile) in conjunction with tower will ensure personnel, vehicles and taxiing aircraft are clear of the hazard area prior to an ROA arrival or departure.

2.11.1. Default hazard areas. The areas depicted below are the default hazard areas for new and/or unproven ROA systems operating on the hard surface runways at Main Base and South Base. As such, for any ROA operation on Rwy 4/22 or Rwy 6/24, the entire area within the hazard exclusion zone will be restricted (both ends of the runway).
NOTE: These areas do not pertain to lakebed operations.
2.11.2. Mature ROA Systems. IAW AFFTCI 11-1 Chapter 15, ROA Procedures, ROA programs will be assessed and assigned a maturity level for their respective systems during the SRB process. Based on this assessment, the SRB can alter/reduce/eliminate the hazard areas for that particular configuration ROA.
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