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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER (AFMC)

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA


MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM:  AFFTC/EMR


   5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg 2650A


   Edwards AFB CA  93524-1130

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Restoration Advisory Board  

                   (RAB) Meeting, 16 November 2000

1. Time: 1730

2. Place: Edwards AFB Conference Center, Edwards AFB, CA

3. Chairman: Colonel Robert Hood, AFFTC Co-Chairman

4. The following members and advisors were present:

Col Robert Hood


AFFTC Co-Chairman

Mr. Jim Otero


RAB Co-chair, California City Public Representative

Mr. Robert Wood


Edwards AFB, RPM

Mr. Richard Russell

U.S. EPA, RPM

Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty

RWQCB

SMSgt Mary Austin

Edwards AFB Air Base Wing Main Base Public
Representative

Ms. Patricia Daws

Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative

Mr. Lawrence Hagenauer
Lancaster Public Representative

Mr. Milton McKay

Edwards AFB AFRL (Alternate) Public Representative

Ms. Ruby Messersmith

North Edwards Public Representative

Ms. Rhoda Parker

Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative

Capt Steven Svejda

Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative

Mr. Gary Wagner


Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base Public Representative

Mr. Victor Yaw


Mojave Public Representative

Mr. Richard Wood

AFFTC/EM

Mr. Ai Duong


AFFTC/EMR

Ms. Rebecca Hobbs

AFFTC/EMR

Mr. Layi Oyelowo

AFFTC/EMR

Mr. James Specht


AFFTC/EMR

Ms. Mary Spencer

AFFTC/EMR

Mr. Claude Brown

AFFTC/JA

Maj Tom Gilroy


AFFTC/PA

Mr. Gary Hatch


AFFTC/PAE

Mr. Ranney Adams

AFRL/PA

Maj Ed Marchand

95 AMDS/SGPB

Mr. Ray Sugiura


Earth Tech

5. The following members were absent:

Mr. John O’Kane


CA EPA/DTSC, RPM

SSgt Edward Buster

Edwards AFB South Base Public Representative

Mayor Frank Roberts

Lancaster Public Representative (Alternate)

Sgt John Tedder


USMC Public Representative

Dr. Leslie Uhazy


Rosamond Public Representative

6. Others present were:

Capt India Nicholson

AFFTC/JA

Lt Cristin L’Esperance

AFFTC/PA

Mr. John Haire


AFFTC/PAM

Mr. David Campbell 

Aimtech 

Ms. Pamela Birge


CSC

Ms. Darlene Cobb

CSC 

Ms. Dorothy Coughlin

CSC

Mr. Jonathan Fitch

CSC

Ms. Barbara Guinn (Recorder)
CSC

Ms. Leah Langill 


CSC

Mr. Paul Rogers


CSC

Ms. Patti Waterbury

CSC

Mr. Lyle Talbot


Desert Citizens Against Pollution

Ms. Kathryn Curtis

Informatics 

Mr. Bob Smith 


Mojave Desert News

Ms. Gillian Marks

RATech

Mr. Dennis Bane


URS

Mr. David Newman 

Rosamond Resident

Ms. Elizabeth Waterbury

Rosamond Resident

7. The meeting was called to order by Col Robert Hood who read the Statement of Purpose and Conduct.

8. The minutes of the 17 August 2000 meeting were approved as distributed.

9. Presentation of Awards

Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty, Mr. Robert Wood, Mr. Victor Yaw, and Mrs. Ruby Messersmith for their participation at the Edwards AFB Air Show.

10. Reports from Public Representatives

a. Mr. Victor Yaw, Mojave Public Representative, stated that he had received some videos of Edwards and presented them at a meeting of the Water District in Mojave.  They were really appreciated. He received his meeting packet a little late this time to get out the flyers, so he wasn’t able to get out the flyers.  

b. SMSgt Mary Austin, Edwards AFB Air Base Wing Main Base Public Representative, stated all the Report to Stakeholders she had received prior to the August and September issues had been distributed.  She stated that she did not get the flyers until the day before the meeting. She requested future mailings be mailed to her organizational address on Base instead of her home in California City.  She also stated she received a couple of questions about Site 426 from new personnel coming on to the Base.

c. Mr. Larry Hagenauer, Lancaster Public Representative, stated he received a note (fax) from Mr. Lyle Talbot who had requested updated information on Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) documents.  He stated Mr. Talbot is a citizen who is very interested in environmental issues around the area.  The fax really is addressed to members of the Edwards RAB.  Mr. Talbot congratulated the RAB and the Base on the decision to excavate at Site 426, the Chemical Weapons Storage Yard.  Because it is something very critical, he is very pleased with that decision.  Mr. Talbot has also requested that he be given updates on this situation, copies of the materials that were distributed, and information on the timing of the EE/CA and when it will be available for public review.  Mr. Robert Wood stated that a copy of Mr. Talbot’s note (fax) would be attached to this meeting’s minutes along with a copy of the AFFTC/EMR letter that responded to Mr. Talbot’s concerns (Atch 1).  Ms. Rebecca Hobbs stated that the draft EE/CA was currently being reviewed and would be out for public review in December.

d. Mr. Gary Wagner, Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base Public Representative, stated he received the CD from the RAB training and found it to be very informative.  He also stated that he wished he had been able to attend the IRP 10-Year Luncheon.  He had received a number of inquiries about what the IRP is doing here at Edwards and was able to talk to those few people about the program.  It’s the first time he had been asked questions, and it felt like he was finally doing his job.

e. Mr. Jim Otero, California City Public Representative and Public Co-chair, stated that he did a lot of traveling up north this year and compared Edwards’ IRP with China Lake’s program.  Edwards has progressed far ahead of China Lake.  He stated that he sensed a lot of frustration from the people at China Lake because they aren’t seeing any advancement, no conclusions, no closures, and they’re still doing a lot of investigative work.  He also stated that a lot of his colleagues at work found out about this new project using bacteria to sense TNT.  He said the people at work are very fascinated with it.  He also stated people don’t search out the RAB representatives when they feel the work is being done and no one is in jeopardy.

f. Ms. Rhoda Parker, Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative, gave kudos to Ms. Darlene Cobb, CSC Environmental Community Relations, for doing such a nice article on her in the Report to Stakeholders.  The article generated lots of interest and awareness.  After seeing her picture, along with the article, personnel at NASA wanted to know what happened to the fuel that comes off the shuttle.  The answer to this question is being researched.
Ms. Parker also stated there was concern about hexavalent chromium (chromium 6) in the water particularly after the release of “Erin Brokovich” and the recent articles in the Antelope Valley Press.  Personnel wanted to know if the Base water had been sampled for this chromium.  Major Marchand (Bioenvironmental) stated the Base drinking water was sampled for chromium and chromium was not detected in any of the on-Base wells.  Mr. Robert Wood stated if there is no chromium, then there would be no chromium 6.  Mr. Hagenauer asked what the minimum detection level was in the sampling.  Major Marchand did not have this data readily available.  Additional discussion followed regarding sampling methods and State requirements for this type of sampling.   Colonel Hood stated a complete answer would be forthcoming in either an e-mail or a letter.

g. Capt Steve Svejda, Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative, stated he had received questions from the public asking what the RAB is about.  After the last RAB meeting when the decision was made to excavate Site 426, he received questions regarding Site 426 that he was able to answer.  He also received questions about perchlorate contamination at AFRL.  He spoke with Mr. Ai Duong about the pechlorate contamination and was able to obtain an answer to the question.

h. Ms. Patricia Daws, Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative, had nothing to report at this time.

i. Ms. Dara English, Boron Public Representative, had nothing to report at this time.

j. Ms. Ruby Messersmith, North Edwards Public Representative, stated she enjoyed working at the Open House.  She stated that she received 2 months worth of Report to Stakeholders prior to the meeting.  She observed that some of the representatives were stating that no one talks about the RAB and she used to feel the same way.  She stated the longer you are a representative, the more interested and aware you will become.

11. Reports from Remedial Project Managers

k. Mr. Richard Russell, U.S. EPA, RPM, wanted to mention that John O’Kane was not able to be at the meeting again because his wife is terribly ill and to remember him in our thoughts and prayers.  He stated the EPA’s budget had been passed.  He mentioned his previous supervisor had been promoted to Regional Scientist for EPA and had left a vacancy that would not be filled until December.  He stated he would try to have his new supervisor visit Edwards in order for the individual to become familiar with the program.

l. Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty, RWQCB, RPM, had nothing to report at this time.

m.  Mr. Robert Wood, Edwards AFB, RPM, stated Mr. Ai Duong would speak on his behalf about the budget.  Mr. Duong stated funding had been received.  At the last meeting, Mr. Duong had presented the budget and all the funding requested was received.  The total budget is $27.6 million.  Mr. Wood also mentioned the success of the 10-year anniversary celebration.

Ecological Validation Study Update

Mr. Layi Oyelowo presented an update on the Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) for Sites 25, 37, and 133.  He stated two reference sites adjacent to Site 25, Sites 37 and 133 were chosen for comparison purposes.  Sites 25 and 133 are contaminated with trichloroethylene (TCE) while Site 37 is contaminated with tetrachloroethylene (PCE).  He explained how the USGS collected data.  Since the animals chosen for the ERA spend the majority of their time in their burrows, artificial burrows were installed next to actual burrows in order to measure soil gas levels at the actual depths where the animals live.  He explained the passive soil gas sampling had been completed and active soil gas sampling would be accomplished next.  Two rounds of passive soil gas were taken and one round of active will be taken.  Additional results will be brought to the next RAB meeting.  Several RAB members had questions regarding the artificial burrows and the process for doing the passive soil gas sampling.  These questions were answered.  Mr. Oyelowo then provided additional information on the activities scheduled for the remainder of the year.

12. Additional Reports from Public Representatives

Mr. Otero stated he was asked how RAB representatives could standardize their contacts with the public. The suggestion was made to use a list of questions and contact people in the communities or areas they represent. Each RAB representative would have 10 sheets with the same questions.  The RAB representatives would interview these people and ask the questions face to face.  This would assist the Base in meeting the requirement to measure its outreach program.

Ms. Pamela Birge stated the IRP has a regulatory requirement to do a community relations plan. This plan is currently being updated.  In updating the plan, one of the objectives is to try to measure what the interest is in the community regarding the IRP, what the questions are, what the concerns are, what the fears are, etc. The RAB members were asked to assist in this effort by interviewing people in their communities/areas. Discussion then followed regarding how this was to be conducted.

13. Human Health Risk Assessment Update

Ms. Gillian Marks presented an update on the Human Health Risk Assessment (HRA).  She wanted everyone to remember that the HRA is one piece of the risk assessment puzzle that will be happening over the next few years.  It is going to be an extensive project, which will take over 2½ years to complete.  She explained that the methods used in performing this assessment have to take into account everything that the regulatory agencies are interested in seeing.  

Ms. Marks stated the workplan had been submitted to the regulatory agencies.  Two comments had been received, one from U.S. EPA and one from CA EPA/DTSC.  These comments will be incorporated and a final workplan will be prepared.

14. Range Rule and TNT Experiment Results

Mr. James Specht presented an update on the Range.  He stated he had just received a copy of Ms. Sherri W. Goodman’s speech that was presented at the DoD Stakeholders Forum currently in session at St. Louis.  In her speech, Ms. Goodman stated the Range Rule had been sent back to DoD for review.  A copy of Ms. Goodman’s speech was provided in the RAB information packets (Atch 2).

Mr. Specht also presented an update on the TNT Bioreporter Survey that was briefed at the RAB meeting in August.  During preliminary testing, properties in the soil at Edwards caused the microbe to turn green under the fluorescent lighting, the same color as the background soil.  A microbe that fluoresces red is being developed and is currently being tested on Edwards’ soil at Special Technologies Laboratory in Santa Barbara.  The microbe is being tested using the soil from Edwards.  An updated schedule will be available soon. 

15. Announcements

The next meeting is scheduled for 15 February 2001.  Tentatively, the meeting will be held at the Borax Plant in Boron.  

16. The meeting was adjourned at 2000.

ROBERT C. HOOD






JIM OTERO

Colonel, USAF






Co-Chairman

Co-Chairman
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Restoration Advisory Board
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17. AFFTC/EMR Ltr, 13 Nov 00, Ongoing Activities at Site 426

18. Ms. Goodman’s Speech
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