	[image: image1.wmf]
	DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER  (AFMC)

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA
	



MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM: AFFTC/EMR

5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg 2650A

Edwards AFB CA 93524-1130
SUBJECT: Minutes of the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, 23 May 2002

1. Time: 1730

2. Place: Lancaster, CA

3. Chairman: Mrs. Ruby Messersmith, Community Co-chair

4. The following members and advisors were present:

Col Harry Talbot
Acting AFFTC Co-chair
Mr. David Steckel
Edwards AFB, RPM
Mr. John O’Kane
CA EPA/DTSC, RPM

Ms. Sheryl Lauth
U.S. EPA, RPM
Mr. Robert Smith
California City Public Representative
Mr. Michael Cogan
Edwards AFB Main Base Air Base Wing Public Representative

Mr. Randy Harrison
Edwards AFB North Base Public Representative
Ms. Shea Gaudart
Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative
Maj Steven Svejda
Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative
Mr. Milton McKay
Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative (Alternate)
Mr. Victor Yaw
Mojave Public Representative

Dr. Leslie Uhazy
Rosamond Public Representative

Dr. David Newman
Rosamond Public Representative (Alternate)

Mr. Gary Hatch
AFFTC/PAE
Mr. Nathan Schumacher
CA EPA/DTSC Public Participation
The following members were absent:
Ms. Patricia Daws
Edwards AFB Housing Public Representative

Ms. Dara English
Boron Public Representative

Mr. Lawrence Hagenauer
Lancaster Public Representative
Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty
CA EPA/RWQCB, RPM 

Mayor Frank Roberts
Lancaster Public Representative (Alternate)

Mr. Gary Wagner
Edwards AFB Main Base Test Wing Public Representative

a. Others present were:

Maj Ed Marchand
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Mr. Richard Wood

AFFTC/EM
Dr. Stephen Watts

AFFTC/EMRR

Ms. Mary Liang Spencer
AFFTC/EMRR
Mr. Ai Duong


AFFTC/EMRS
Ms. Rebecca Hobbs

AFFTC/EMRS
Mr. Paul Schiff


AFFTC/EMRS
Mr. Robert Wood

AFFTC/EMX
Mr. Dave Leeson

AFCEE/ERD
Mr. Trinidad Almaguer

Portage/AFCEE
Mr. Albert Chang

CH2M Hill
Ms. Darlene Norwood

CH2M Hill
Mr. Jonathan Fitch

CH2M Hill
Mr. Paul Rogers


CH2M Hill
Ms. Patti Waterbury

CH2M Hill
Ms. Jackie Hull


JT3, Recorder 

Mr. Ray Kahler


Earth Tech

Mr. Scott Palmer


Earth Tech
Mr. Thomas Doriski

FPM Group

Mr. John Wingate

FPM Group
M. DeCoux


MDFS

Ms. Lorraine M. Sawyer

Tybrin
Mr. Walter Kimmelman

A.V. Journal

Ms. Allison Gatlin

A.V. Press
Ms. Sue Murphy


California Rural Water District
Mr. David Cooper

U.S. EPA
Mr. Lyle Talbot


Public
Ms. Sandra Bragg

Public, N. Edwards

Ms. Rita C. Kapolchok

Public, N. Edwards

5. The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Messersmith who read the Statement of Purpose and Conduct.

6. The minutes of the 21 February 2002 meeting were distributed and no corrections were noted.

7. Presentation of Plaques to Resigning Members

Mrs. Messersmith presented a plaque to Mr. Bob Wood, on his retirement from the RAB, for his decade of service. Mr. Wood thanked the RAB for the good times he had and for his ability to use the RAB as leverage to accomplish environmental tasks.

Mrs. Messersmith also had plaques for Col. Robert Hood for his 2 years of service and Mr. Richard Russell, U.S. EPA, for his decade of service. Neither man was present and their plaques will be sent to them. 

8. Introduction of New and Re-appointed RAB Members and Status of Vacancies

Mr. Hatch announced that the South Base vacancy had been advertised and an application received by Col. Bunch just today. There is no status on the Boron vacancy.

9. Reports from Public Representatives

a. Dr. Leslie Uhazy, Rosamond, stated that he had distributed the Report to Stakeholders (RTS) and attended the Site 443 public session. He also participated in the interviews by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).

b. Mr. Randy Harrison said he had nothing from North Base, but he wanted to thank 
Ms. Rebecca Hobbs for the great briefing she did on Site 426.

c. Mr. Michael Cogan, Edwards AFB Main Base Air Base Wing, said he thought the interviews with the ATSDR went well. He like what he heard.

d. Mr. Victor Yaw, Mojave, stated that he had attended the ATSDR meeting at the Mojave Veterans Building and distributed the RTS there.

e. Mr. Bob Smith, California City, announced that he had been passing out the RTS at City Hall. He commented that a lot of people must be reading them, because they keep disappearing. He added that he had received queries on Site 426. Because he wasn’t sure of the status, he passed the questions to Mr. Hatch.

f. Ms. Shea Gaudart, Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden, had nothing to report.

g. Maj. Steve Svejda, Edwards AFB AFRL, announced that he had received orders to Washington, D.C. Milton McKay, his current alternate, will be taking over his position. He added that he had enjoyed his tenure on the Board.

10. Reports from Remedial Project Managers (RPM)

a. Mrs. Messersmith took the opportunity to introduce Mr. David Steckel as the new AFFTC/EM RPM, Col. Harry Talbot as the AFFTC Co-chair until the new Vice Commander arrives, and Ms. Sheryl Lauth as the new U.S. EPA RPM.

She also thanked Mr. Bernie Henrie and Ms. Darlene Norwood for getting everything arranged for tonight’s RAB. She also thanked Darlene for keeping everyone posted on the status of Bernie’s health.

Mrs. Messersmith noted that she had attended the Site 443 briefings at Rosamond and Mojave. 

b. Ms. Sheryl Lauth, U.S. EPA, RPM, stated that she had only been in the position for 
2 weeks. She had spent that time getting a tour of the Base and working on the Technical Impracticality waiver for Site 37.

c. Mr. John O’Kane, CA EPA/DTSC, RPM, commented that he had toured the Site 443 area where the chemical warfare materiel from Site 426 will go. He’ll also be getting guidance on the containment zone aspect. He met with the Human Health Risk Assessor to make sure plans go smoothly. 

He also spoke to the ATSDR when they were here this month. They were concerned with the Mojave bomb range that was recently discovered. He contacted the U.S. Navy who is the owner of the 35-square-mile range. They are working on adding it to the Range List. 

d.
Mr. David Steckel, Edwards AFB, RPM, noted that he had been working toward this position for 10 years and he felt he had a great team. He stated that some of the EM IRP team members had attended the Environmental Restoration (ER) Chiefs meeting in Ohio. They discussed the upcoming FY03 budget. 

He felt Edwards had made a good impression on the ATSDR.

Mr. Steckel added that three team members had attended an ER workshop discussing budgets, ranges, and various other Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) issues.

Mr. Steckel went on to update the RAB on other areas reported by Mr. Wood at the last RAB meeting.

Mr. Steckel announced that the passive diffusion bag sampler testing at NASA’s monitoring wells had been done. The bags have been pulled from the wells and are being analyzed. 

Final preparation is going on for the Site 13 closure. There will be a Landfill Closure Ceremony on 27 June.

The design for the perchlorate treatment system is complete at Site 285, North Base. Construction is scheduled for September 2002.

Training for medical support for Site 426 was held recently. See Rebecca Hobbs for more details on that. An open house is scheduled for the week of 10 June. Attendance needs to be coordinated due to the increased security posture.

At Site 66, the dual extraction system began construction in April and is expected to be completed in May, then begin operation in June.

The optrode TCE sensor at Site 19 had a power management problem with the solar panels. That’s being worked.

Mr. Steckel noted that the chemiresistors testing at Site 18 will consist of three phases.

1)  Lowering the housing only to determine if there are metallurgical problems with the housing material.

2)  Analysis of the sensor unit to make sure the testing vapor is in the vadose zone.

3)  Then total submersion into the groundwater to test the vapors.

11. Col. Talbot commented that it is great to get the kind of public feedback that is available through the RAB.

12. Additional Reports from Public Representatives

The were no additional reports after the break.

13. Site 61 Steam Injection Project 

Dr. Steve Watts briefed the Site 61 Steam Injection Project. The briefing slides are attached. Dr. Watts made special note that Edwards is the first to test this technology in bedrock. It has been used primarily in the oil industry. He also reported that, with vapor only, expectations have already been exceeded during the 5-day Pre-Steam Operation that started on 20 May.

Mr. Uhazy asked how hot the bedrock would get. The bedrock gets as hot as 300 degrees Farenheit (°F) near Injection Well (IW)-1 at 50 to 60 feet, over 212 °F everywhere we get steam, and around 180 to 190 °F near extraction wells when steam breaks through. The average may be around 160 °F at the end of the test.

Mrs. Messersmith commented that she was surprised that water was available at 35 feet. Dr. Watts noted that at some places the water level is at 15 feet. Mrs. Messersmith asked if the equipment would be able to be used at other locations. Dr. Watts indicated that after this test the equipment was going to Maine; but if the technology is effective for Edwards, it could be brought back.

14. Sites 426 and 443 Project

Ms. Rebecca Hobbs briefed the status of Sites 426 and 433. Those briefing slides are attached. Ms. Hobbs indicated that excavation is expected to start on 17 June. An Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) has been prepared for Site 443. The consolidation unit at Site 443 is an acre in size.

Fiscal Year (FY) 03 Budget for the Environmental Restoration Program

Mr. Steckel briefed the FY 03 Budget. See the attached spreadsheet and slides. Mrs. Messersmith did ask what would happen if during the course of the next FY it was discovered that more money was needed. Mr. Steckel stated that extra funds are available through three avenues. First, fall out funds may be available at the end of the fiscal year. Edwards is very adept at making sure we are poised to receive some. Second, in the event of an incident where drinking water is involved, we can approach Headquarters for more funding. And third, funds that have not been obligated could be diverted from other areas.

15. Questions from the Public

It was asked what access would be available for the public to attend the Site 426 open house. Col. Talbot said arrangements could be made but all pertinent information needed to be gathered as soon as possible to complete the necessary security procedures.

Mr. Cogan added that Maj Marchand had asked about the Site 61 results of the prestudy show that the injection and extraction wells are connected. The answer was – yes. He also announced that Maj Marchand who had been a great backer of the RAB is getting transferred.

16. Need for a Special Meeting

Mr. O’Kane commented that maybe a special meeting might be held to discuss the budget. Mr. Steckel recommended that any questions regarding the budget be handled via e-mail and telephone. If necessary, then a special meeting would be scheduled.

The next RAB meeting will be held in Rosamond on 22 August 2002.

17. The meeting was adjourned at 2000.

HARRY TALBOT






RUBY B. MESSERSMITH
Colonel, USAF






Co-chairman
Acting Co-chairman






Restoration Advisory Board
Restoration Advisory Board
Attachments:
1. Site 61, Steam Injection Treatability Study

2. Sites 426 and 443

3. FY 03 Program Budget Spreadsheet
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