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New uniforms can be worn beginning October 1, 2018

From OCP, page 1

As with the Battle Dress Uniform, or BDU, worn by all ser-
vices until about 10 years ago, the OCP Airmen wear will
have distinctive Air Force features. The name tape and Air
Force lettering will be a spice-brown color, and T-shirts and
belts will be tan. Most rank will also be in spice-brown thread.

Squadron patches will also be worn on the OCP, said Gold-
fein. Bringing back squadron patches was among the recom-
mendations made by Airmen as part of the ongoing effort to
revitalize squadrons.

“Unit patches express squadron identity and heritage —
something our Airmen are incredibly proud of and want to
celebrate,” he said.

Unit patches and special functional identifiers (Security
Forces, Fire, Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Tactical Air Con-
trol Party, Combat Controller, etc.) will be attached to Velcro
fabric on the sleeves. All patches will be in subdued colors;
headquarters patches and the U.S. flag will be worn on the
right shoulder, and unit patches and authorized duty identifi-
ers will be worn on the left shoulder.

Airmen can find guidance for proper wear of the uniform in
the coming months via an Air Force Guidance Memorandum,
followed by updates published in AFI 36-2903.

Feedback from the force indicated Airmen find the OCP
more functional—from the slanted, Velcro chest pockets to
the easily-accessible shoulder pockets. Female Airmen have
made it clear that this uniform is a better fit, as well.

“The Army has done considerable work to make the OCPs a
better fitting uniform for female service members,” said Maj.
Gen. Bob LaBrutta, director of military force management
policy, deputy chief of staff for manpower, personnel and ser-
vices. “The uniform comes in 20 female sizes and 37 unisex
sizes. Female Airmen, currently issued the unisex uniform
in U.S. Air Forces Central Command, report a better fit and
higher morale as a result.”

Enlisted Airmen should start to see an increase to their an-
nual clothing allowances starting Oct. 1, 2018.

“Many of our Airmen already have this uniform from their
numerous deployments, so they will be able to make the tran-
sition easily,” said Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth
O. Wright. “For other Airmen, we must provide enough time
for their clothing allowance to fund the items to avoid out-of-
pocket expenses.”

Effective April 1, 2019, Airmen can purchase the uniform
at any AAFES store that carries them and AAFES online ser-
vices will open purchases to Airmen around October 2019.
The schedule will be updated monthly on the AAFES and Air
Force’s Personnel Center websites.

The delay in availability allows the supply chain to produce
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and field enough uniforms, boots and other associated uni-
form items to meet both Army and Air Force requirements.
Enlisted Guard and Reserve Airmen will receive the new uni-
form through their unit’s clothing replacement procedures.

The Air Force will also outfit Basic Military Training, Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, and Officer Training
School starting October 1, 2019.

“This celebrates joint warfighting excellence as OCPs will
become the joint combat uniform for Airmen and Soldiers
while patches and nametapes will identify our respective ser-
vices,” Goldfein said. “We’ll maintain our distinctive Air Force
uniforms in blues, service dress, mess dress, and PT gear.”

Click on the graphic to view full-size version. (U.S. Air Force graphic)

warranty on all their products covering
the lights if they break and if there is
degradation.

“If I go in and take a light level read-
ing today and its 100, and come back in
10 years and its 95, they will replace the
light and pay for labor to have it rein-
stalled,” said Shartzer.

The second phase of the project began
April 16. Eight more buildings are be-
ing upgraded. Light fixtures in the Ex-
change and food court will be replaced
as well.

In the third phase, 46 buildings will
be upgraded throughout Edwards AFB
making it the largest lighting effort.

The additional annual savings for phase
three will be $923,000 and it will save
4.6 million kilowatt hours.

“Our projects are geared to improve
working conditions and save money not
only on the base but for the taxpayer.
That is important for our office to do
and we are not done,” Shartzer said.
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This Week in Edwards History

On May 17, 1946, the highly innovative
Jetmaster made its first flight with TJougIas
pilot Bob Brush he controls. The XB-43

the nation’s first prototype jet bomber. Capfured
at a later date, this Edwards Histor
photo shows the XB-43 sharlng the Edwards ramp -
with two Northrop flying wing bombers. (Edwards
History Office file photo) ’

May 18, 2018

www.facebook.com/EdwardsAirForceBase

Office file

STARBASE is hiring

Edwards AFB is now hiring government civilian po-
sitions for its STARBASE program.

The base has openings for two teachers and one
director.

For more information, email Maj. Yvette Bivins at
Yvette.bivins@us.af.mil or call 661-277-6323.

The Department of Defense’s STARBASE is a pre-
mier educational program sponsored by the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs.
At DOD STARBASE, students participate in challeng-
ing “hands-on, mind-on” activities in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math, or STEM, according
to the DOD. They interact with military personnel to
explore careers and observe STEM applications in the
“real world.” The program provides students with 25
hours of stimulating experiences at National Guard,
Navy, Marine, Air Force Reserve, Army and Air Force
bases across the nation.

STARBASE focuses on elementary students, pri-
marily fifth graders. The goal is to motivate them to
explore STEM as they continue their education. The
academies serve students that are historically un-
der-represented in STEM. Students who live in inner
cities or rural locations, those who are socio-econom-
ically disadvantaged, low in academic performance or
have a disability are in the target group. The program
encourages students to set goals and achieve them.

Read more about DOD STARBASE at https://dodstar-

base.org/.

(National Endowment for the Humanities photo)

‘Right Stuff’ author dies

Renowned author and journalist Tom Wolfe died May 14
according to numerous news reports citing confirmation from
his agent. He was 88.

Wolfe was probably best known locally as the author of the
novel “The Right Stuff,” which was later turned into an Os-
car-winning film released in 1983. Much of the movie and
novel took place at Edwards Air Force Base where Wolfe ex-
plored the creation of the first astronauts during the beginning
of America’s space program.

He also wrote another novel that was later adapted for film,
“The Bonfire of the Vanities.”

Wolfe was a prolific author who wrote on a variety of sub-
jects. You can read more about his life on the National En-
dowment for the Humanities website at https://www.neh.gov/
about/awards/jefferson-lecture/tom-wolfe-biography.
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